


¥ 


4 








4 


- 
¢ fx arte 
woe 











THE WORLD WAR, AND AFTER 





A ~a DP, . 
he B eee 


— 


THE WORLD WAR 
AND AFTER 


AN INQUIRY AND A FORECAST 


BY 


ALFRED E. KNIGHT 


AUTHOR OF ‘'PHILISTIA AND A SOUL” 


MORGAN & SCOTT LD. 
12, PATERNOSTER BUILDINGS 
LONDON, E.C. MCMXV 


Theology Library . 
SCHOOL OF THEOL MEY 
AT CLAREMONT 
California 


CONTENTS 


PAGE 


7a The Menace from Without . ; : I 
II. The Menace from Within . : Rey, 4 
II. Home Truths that must be Faced ey 
Has Ts ae , : : : eee 
V. A Light that has not Failed  . Pee Hi 





CHAPTER I 
The Menace from Without 





CHAPTER I 
The Menace from Without 


books on the World War it may be well 

to state at the outset, that the purpose of 
the present essay is entirely different from the 
purpose of all previous works, and that the 
ground to be covered is widely different too. 
The political and diplomatic causes of the War 
are well known, and it is no part of the writer’s 
object to examine them. Germany’s stealthy 
preparations for a great cowp at the very time 
that she was talking strenuously of peace and 
friendship ; the vast and shameless system of 
espionage by means of which those preparations 
have been facilitated; the duplicity of the 
Kaiser and his counsellors during the events 
which immediately preceded the War; the 
ruthless violation of international treaties by 
the invasion of neutral States—these things are 
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on all lips, and it would be beside one’s purpose 
to discuss them here. 

But there are moral causes. What of these? 
It is the moral causes which serious minds, and 
particularly spiritual minds, have to consider. 
It is the moral causes which must be known 
before the deeper problems can be understood, 
or a judgment formed in respect of possible 
future unfoldings on the spiritual side. 

Here in England, the War has been traced to 
three chief causes :— 

1. To Prussian Militarism under the malign 
influence of the Kaiser. 

2. To the aggressive irene and nature 
philosophy of Nietzsche. 

3. To German pedagogy. By this last is 
meant the decadent teaching emanating from 
the German gymnasia and universities. 


The first cause need not detain us long. 
General von Bernhardi’s Germany and the Next 
War is in everybody’s hands. In this book 
the writer, with cynical frankness, proclaims 
the ultimate crushing of England and France ; 
and the reader needs not to be informed that 
the sentiments expressed in the book*are, with 
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very limited exceptions, the sentiments of all 
Germany. He will know that the Prussian 
militarists have been bent on War for years 
past, and that the popular support has been 
with them. He will probably know also—still 
from Bernhardi—that it is accepted as an axiom 
throughout the Germanic States that War is the 
great civilizing influence of the world; that 
Germany is the coming world power; and that 
Might so closely resembles Right as to be hardly 
distinguishable from it. 

Opening the book at random, we light upon 
this passage : “‘If we attacked France or Russia, 
the ally would be compelled to bring help, and 
we should be in a far worse position than if we 
had only one enemy to fight. Let it then be 
the task of our diplomacy so to shuffle the cards 
that we may be attacked by France, for then 
there would be reasonable prospect that Russia 
for a time would remain neutral. This view 
undoubtedly deserves attention; but we must 
not hope to bring about this attack by waiting 
passively. Neither France, nor Russia, nor 
England needs to attack in order to further 
their interests. . . . If we wish to bring about 
an attack by our opponents, we must initiate an 
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active policy which, without attacking France, 
will so prejudice her interests, or those of 
England, that both these States would feel them- 
selves compelled to attack us.”* I do not stop 
to characterize this candid prospectus: the 
passage speaks for itself. The whole book is in 
the same strain. It is a deliberate, calculated 
working-up for War, a War of conquest and 
spoliation ; and the argument of the book closes 
with this blustering note of confidence :— 
“Bid defiance to every power! 
Ever valiant, never cower ! 


To the brave soldier open flies 
The golden gate of Paradise.” 


Another German, Herr A. Kerr, an influential 
editor and publicist, and ardent admirer of 
Nietzsche, who regarded War as_ inevitable 
months before the War-bomb actually fell, gave 
this reason for his opinion: ‘Nothing has any 
power against the destiny of history. The 
German has arrived with his red corpuscles, and 
I believe his hour has come. The law of life 
ordains that the least strong shall be eliminated, 
and the real conquerors are the famished; that 
is to say, we Germans. The money that we 

* Germany and the Next War, p. 280. 
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have earned has given us the taste, and con- 
quered prosperity has increased our appetite.” 
The prospects of a great War did not alarm this 
writer, nor, as he tells us, anybody else in 
Germany, for the profits had all been calculated. 
“You smile,” he remarked to an interviewer, 
“that is because you don’t know what Germany 
is to-day.” Love of gain has become its ruling 
passion ; the whole of Germany is hypnotized 
by the golden calf of profit. “You [the 
French] are rich. Therefore your possessions 
are coveted. But I must say we gaze more 
towards England than towards you.” * 


Such is the ethical standpoint of twentieth- 
century Germany! Such is the flower, full 
blown, of that vaunted Kultur on which her 
envious pride is stayed! What a nation is here 
brought to view! How different, may we not 
say, from the Germany of the past !—the 
Germany of Luther and Melancthon, of Ulrich 
von Hutten and Hans Sachs; of the great 
Protestant ideals, the sturdy faith, the hard-won 
battles for the True! How different even from 


* Vide review of Georges Bourdon’s The German Eniyma in the 
Times Literary Supplement, Oct. 8, 1914, 


8 THE WORLD WAR 


the Germany of the quaint old. cradle-songs and 
haunting Rhine legends; of the poets and 
musicians: the Germany of drowsy moonlit 
towns, and storied castles, and a hundred 
clinging memories! Something must have 
happened to produce the change—a change so 
vital—something sinister and fearful. What 
is it ? 


We have touched lightly upon one cause: let 
us now consider the second: The aggressive 
atheism and nature philosophy of Nietzsche. 

Nietzsche is the apostle of modern Germany ; 
and in the forefront of all his teaching is what 
he calls the Over- or Super-man. The force of 
the term may be found in his own words: “I 
teach you the Overman. Man is something 
that is to be surpassed.” This Overman is the 
incarnation of truculent, unabashed Selfishness. 
Nietzsche postulates an aristocracy of such 
beings which “must acquiesce, with a good 
conscience, in the sacrifice of a legion of indi- 
viduals, who, for the sake of it [the italics are 
Nietzsche’s own], have to be suppressed and 
reduced to incomplete men, to slaves and tools.” 
His whole scheme of morality is in full con- 
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sistence with this prerequisite of the Overman. 
“What is good?” he asks. ‘“ All that elevates 
the feeling of power, the will to power; and 
power itself is man. What is bad? All that 
proceeds from weakness. What is happiness ? 
The feeling that power increases—that resistance 
is being overcome. Not contentedness, but 
more power ; not peace generally, but War ; not 
virtue, but capacity. ... The weak and de- 
fective are to go to the wall—the first principle 
of our charity.* And we are to help them 
thereto. What is more injurious than any 
crime? Practical sympathy for all the defective 
and weak—Christianity.” ‘‘Germany should 
never have given up Odin for Christ.” 
Dismissing scornfully the meekness and lowli- 
ness of Him who spake and acted as never man 
spake and acted, he advocated—and_success- 
fully set up—a new standard, the standard of 
hardness. ‘‘ This new table, my brethren, I put 
up for you: Become hard.” It was a hardness 
to be acquired through the drill sergeant, and to 
be cemented by blood: not endurance learnt 
through honest toil, but hardness found in 


* Here Nietzsche links on with Darwin, of whom, however, 
he had no great opinion. 
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soldiering and slaughter. ‘Ye should love 
peace as a means to new war; and the short 
peace more than the long. I do not exhort 
you to work, but to fight. I do not exhort 
you to peace, but to victory. Let your work 
be a battle, let your peace be a victory.” 
‘“‘“Man must be trained for war, and woman 
for the relaxation of the warrior; all else is 
folly.” 

That all men have a common level before God 
by reason of natural depravity (Rom. iii. 9) is a 
postulate that of course has no place in Nietzsche's 
philosophy. Even the popular and less invidious 
truism that “man is man before God—we are all 
equal,” is rejected by this scorner, and stings 
him like a whip of scorpions. ‘“ Before God,” 
he cries ; ‘‘ but God has died! Before the popu- 
lace, however, we do not intend to be equal. 
Ye higher men, avoid the market-place! Before 
God! But God has died! Ye higher men, 
God was your greatest danger. It is only since 
He was laid in the grave that ye have risen from 
the dead. It is now only that the great noon- 
day arrives ; it is now only that the higher man 
becomes master. Take heart, ye higher men! 
Now for the first time the mountain of man’s 
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future is in travail. God is dead ; We now want 
the Overman to live.” 

This, then, is the teaching—the elaborated, 
systematized, life-wrought teaching of the man 
who has been hailed in Germany, not by an 
obscure minority of his fellow-countrymen but 
by men of all classes and shades of opinion, from 
Stralsund to Munich, from Breslau to Cologne, 
as the apostle of the nation, the philosopher 
ohne Nebenbuhler of the Teutonic races. 

As to whether, in Nietzsche’s view, the Overman 
was to come from Germany is not the present 
question ; but the people, as he describes them, 
are certainly the stuff of which the Overman 
might be made. “Owing to the great hazard 
games of wars and dynastic revolutions,” he 
wrote, ‘‘Germans have accustomed themselves 
to emotion: consequently they will have an 
émeute some day.... The Faust-devil, by 
which cultured Germans [mark the phrase !] 
were so much tormented, was driven out of 
them by Bismarck :* now, however, the devil 

* A very challengeable statement. It was Bismarck who said 
as far back as 1870: “ You must inflict on the inhabitants of 
invaded towns the maximum of suffering... . You must leave 


the people through whom you march only their eyes to weep 
with.” 
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has gone into the swine, and worse than at 
any previous time.” He describes German 
Kultur [meaning the German pedagogy to 
which I shall presently refer] as a thing of the 
past; a something that “ befooled Europeans ” 
in its day, but which had been exchanged for 
“ political and national insanity.” The cynical, 
unhappy nature of the man comes out in all 
this; that fretting pride which, like a gnawing 
worm, dwells in the minds of all self-centred 
thinkers, and which cuts them off in sad, 
- unhealthy isolation from their fellows—even 
from those who applaud their vagaries. How 
pitifully he writes of himself towards the close 
of his worse than wasted career! ‘ An animal 
when it is sick creeps away into a dark cellar, 
and so likewise does the béte philosophe. .. . 
I am alone, absurdly alone, and in my un- 
flinching and arduous struggle against all that 
men have hitherto valued and reverenced, I have 
become a sort of dark cellar myself. . . . Some- 
thing hidden and mysterious, that is not to be 
found even when it is sought.” What that 
something was, the Great White Throne of 
Judgment alone may declare; but its evil and 
anti-Christian fruits we have before us in the 
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records of helpless, tortured Belgium. The 
perfected fruit will be a more sombre evil still— 
a person, not a local outbreak of savage war-lust 
—a man of lawless pride and unbridled power— 
the Man of Sin. Antichrist is the Overman of 
Nietzsche fullgrown. 


The last of the three moral causes of the War 
is German pedagogy, or, in other words, the. 
decadent teachings of the gymnasia and univer- 
sities. 

It would be folly and a waste of time to 
uncover the welter of infidel absurdities which 
lie beneath the erudite macrologies of the 
German rationalists from Eichhorn, Baur, and 
Paulus onwards. Baur was the leader of the 
notorious Tiibingen School of so-called historical 
criticism, the School which attempted to do for 
Christian history what Niebuhr has done for 
Roman. Taking his own narrow mind as the 
measure of truth, and his conceptions of natural 
phenomena as the limits of the Infinite, he 
assumed that miracles were impossible, and 
quietly swept them aside. Then, in order to 
account for their appearance in the Christian 
records, he naively proceeded to post-date the 
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origin of these records. The facts were against 
him, therefore so much the worse for the 
facts | 

Hichhorn, by turns a Jena and Gottingen 
professor of theology, advocated what is called 
the ‘ Accommodation Theory” of Inspiration. 
“It is quite true,” he said in substance, ‘‘ that 
the Bible has long been understood to contain 
accounts of miraculous occurrences; but, like 
many another popular and long-lived belief, this 
is an entire delusion. The Hebrews saw God 
everywhere, and they spoke of divine inter- 
vention, where we in colder fashion would talk 
of some providential event, or of some happy 
chance. It would be folly to set down their 
glowing piety as imposture; and it is equally 
foolish for commentators to treat soberly as 
miraculous narratives what, both to the writers 
and to. those for whom they wrote, were 
only edifying accounts of ordinary events.” 
Eichhorn’s comment on Gen. ii. 21 exhibits this 
flippant abuse of things sacred in a clear light. 
“Tt is true,” said he, “that the text runs, 
‘and God took one of his ribs’; but that ex- 
pression can only mean this—he dreamed, and 
it seemed to him that, during his slumber, 
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God had taken one of his ribs”! Equally 
blasphemous and far-fetched is the same writer's 
explanation of the smoke and flame on Mount 
Sinai. They proceeded from a fire which Moses 
had kindled “to assist the imagination of the 
people”! 

Heinrich Paulus, the last of the trio, was 
professor of theology at Wiirzburg, Anspach, 
and other places. His flat, naturalistic theology 
was a thing of the understanding only, without 
spirituality ; but it influenced German thought 
for many years, and accelerated the rush towards 
infidelity inaugurated by Baur and Eichhorn. 
His system was annihilated in turn by David 
Strauss, the master-doubter of the nineteenth 
century. Strauss’s Leben Jesu is an attempt to 
resolve the whole Gospel history into a con- 
cretion of myths, which were assumed to have 
grown up in the Christian Church during the 
first and second centuries. The craftily laboured 
hypothesis of the book is woven out of the 
slenderest materials, and (a distinguishing mark 
of all works of this class) is singularly lacking in 
common sense. 


Such, in brief, was German Rationalism in its 
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beginnings.* The great apostasy of German 
theology began there. Its first green fruit. is 
seen in the labours of Hichhorn, Baur, and 
Paulus : its ripened fruit must be looked for in 
Baur’s more widely advertised pupil, Strauss; to 
say nothing of the swarm of recusant pastors 
and professors who adopted his conclusions, and 
published them far and wide from pulpits and 
lecture-platforms, with modifications suggested 
by their own mental vagaries and predilections. 

Strauss accepted a professorship of dogmatic 
theology and ecclesiastical history at the 
University of Ziirich, and would have entered 
upon his studies without compunction, but 
for the popular tumult which the appointment 
excited. For years, however, he carried on 
his pernicious teachings in the lyceum at 
_Ludwigsburg; sowing infidelity among the 
youths who came under his influence, and all 
the while accepting the pay of a teacher 
of revealed religion! He even signalized his 
apostasy by making formal renunciation of the 
Christian faith. ‘If,’ he wrote, speaking for 


* Many, doubtless, would call Leibnitz the father of German 
Rationalism, but on the theological side the paternity certainly 
belongs to Baur, 
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his disciples as well as for himself, “we would 
speak as honest and upright men, we must 
acknowledge we are no longer Christians.” 
Think of it. A confessed infidel, teaching 
infidelity, yet not ashamed to accept money as 
a minister of Christ! Nor was he alone in this. 
For longer or shorter periods hundreds of other 
German divines, sharers of his views, held—as 
many of them still hold—professorships in 
theology, and received—as many of them still 
receive—the pay of Lutheran pastors, while 
diligently propagating these abominable heresies ! 
The fact is significant, and supplies a key that 
unlocks much that is mysterious in the later 
moral evolution of Germany. 

_ Among the things which stand out pro- 
minently in Strauss’s teaching, and which has 
definite links with Nietzsche, is his theory as 
to man’s place in the universe. He taught that 
Humanity is the highest of all existences; 
Humanity in the abstract, of course—an im- 
personal Humanity. As an individual, man 
fares badly. He must be content to pass off 
the scene when his time comes like a burnt- 
out candle; and when Christianity and all 
supernaturalisms are destroyed, and the in- 
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dividual is lost in the race, Humanity will 
come to its own. This is not quite the Over- 
man of Nietzsche, but the germ idea is there ; 
and with it much of the hard repulsiveness 
which marks the later development. True 
Religion —the Religion of Christ—was to 
Strauss a something which man has outgrown. 
It involved the feeling of absolute dependence, 
which, said he, was identical with the sense of 
fear. Man perceives his own helplessness, and 
therefore looks for succour to something outside 
of himself. This, to him, was a proof of 
weakness, and weakness was unworthiness and 
shame. 

Looking closely at this teaching, it is not 
difficult. to see that Nietzsche was a legitimate 
child of Strauss—himself a victim of university- 
taught Materialism—nor are we surprised to 
learn that “it was when he attended Bonn 
University his belief in Christianity became 
gradually undermined.” And when we _ re- 
member that the teaching which produced this 
arch-apostle of modern infidelity has been, with 
certain unimportant modifications, the teaching 
of all the German universities for nearly a 
century—buttressed, moreover, by the sapless 
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negations of Kant,* the chameleon-like eccentri- 
cities of Schleiermacher, the superficially attrac- 
tive but intrinsically repulsive speculations of 
Hegel, the atheism of Biichner, and the shallow 
materialistic pseudo-science of Haeckel—when, 
I say, we remember these facts do we wonder. 
that the German people are what they are 
to-day, whether in outward polity or in deeper 
inwardness of life ? 


In these brief notes of a great religious 
upheaval the one fact which presses with 
crushing weight upon the heart is this— 
Germany has given up God. A strong 
delusion has come upon the great mass of 
the people. They have been listening to lies 
for so long that they have lost the love of the 
truth. A fetish—the fetish of Material Great- 
ness—has been set up in their hearts where the 
God of Luther once reigned. The megalomania 
of the Overman has taken the place of the Man 
Christ Jesus. 

The late Emil Reich was guilty of no 
exaggeration when he affirmed that numberless 


* Kant rejected Divine Revelation as a contradiction in terms, 
declaring that the nature of God is unknowable. 
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Germans were obsessed with the idea—which, 
indeed, has become to them an article of faith 
—that Germany is the predestined head and 
mistress of the human race. “This faith is 
so settled and so fervent,” says the Bishop of 
Durham, “as to form a mighty sustaining force 
behind political and military ambitions.” From 
whence springs this thought? Let us not 
forget the chain of sequences which we have 
just been linking up: the answer is to be 
found there. If Prussian Militarism is the 
_ child of Nietzsche, Nietzsche is the child of 
Baur and Strauss, the pioneers of modern 
Rationalism. Less than four hundred years 
ago the Germans were perhaps the most 
favoured people on the wide earth, for Martin 
Luther, their greatest son, was then en- 
gaged in his mighty struggle with the 
Papacy. Where is Luther’s teaching to-day ? 
Not in Germany. What is modern Lutheran- 
ism? It is Rationalism in a surplice. The 
condition of the country, speaking broadly, is an 
atheistic condition. Hilaire Belloc, whose fore- 
cast of the opening of the War was so weirdly 
accurate, says emphatically: “Prussia is... 
Atheist. Her atheism has profoundly pene- 
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trated the private morals of her people. It has 
not only penetrated, it has permeated the mind 
of her rulers.” Not Nietzsche alone, but Har- 
nack and Bernhardi;~ Eucken and_ Delbriick, 
were all children of the rationalized German 
universities: and these are the men who have 
inoculated their countrymen with the new virus 
—this consuming lust for power and material 
wealth, however gotten—this merciless indiffer- 
ence of the strong to the rights of the weak— 
whose results are written already in bloody 
letters on the walls of Louvain and Rheims 
and the cottages of murdered peasants from end 
to end of unhappy Belgium. 

Heinrich von Treitschke, who enjoyed the 
confidence of Bismarck and lectured at the 
University of Berlin, was another of the arch- 
offenders. He was a Lutheran professor of 
the new school; but Lutheranism was chiefly 
valuable to him as “a wall to keep off a 
competitor.” Unsophisticated people, whom 
he contemptuously styled “the common herd,” 
might make Luther their hero, and it was 
well, said he, they should. They were kept 
quiet that way, and the spirit of hero-worship, 
thus fostered, might be turned to account for 
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the State. To educate the lower classes, or to 
seek to alleviate their social condition, was to him 
a mistake, a folly. It “ruined” them by making 
them ambitious. And yet with characteristic 
naiveté he committed himself to the appalling 
admission: ‘Our artisans are losing all rever- 
ence for God, and all respect for the barriers 
which the nature of the sexes and the structure 
of society have set to human desires!” Jews 
were to be kept under and persecuted because 
they were not true Teutons. Indeed, the only 
people, even in Germany, who seemed to count 
- for anything in Treitschke’s estimation, were the 
aristocracy, because from their ranks the leaders 
of the army were furnished. The English were 
his béte nowre, and War the panacea for all ills. 
He believed in what he called “the civilizing 
majesty of War”; in the prosecution of which, 
to quote again his own words, “man must be 
ready to sacrifice the natural, deeply - rooted 
feelings of the human soul,” in order to being 
definitely hardened against “what appears 
superficially to be brutality and inhumanity.” 
He must be prepared to “devote his whole 
ego for the furtherance of a great patriotic 
idea; that is, the moral sublimity of War.” 
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“Treitschke,” says a recent critic,* “caught 
the ear of the young Prussians, then excited by 
success. It is always easier to preach war than 
peace. Blessed are the peacemakers; but not 
among the children of this world. . . . Treitschke 
told the Prussian youth that as they had made 
their country the chief German State, so they 
must next make it the chief world-State. 
World-wide possessions are the proper accom- 
paniment of a world-State. Therefore the future 
of Germany must be on the water. He showed 
them all the kingdoms of the world and the 
glory thereof, with Germany as ultimate dictator 
—a pleasing prospect, on which there was only 
one dark spot, the fact that sea-power and 
colonial enterprise were largely monopolized by 
England. ‘The lesson, therefore, was obvious. 
Just as Prussia had triumphantly measured its 
strength against Austria and against France, so 
the new Prussianized Germany must prepare for 
an inevitable trial of strength against England.” 

In speaking of the evil work of the in- 
tellectuals of modern Germany, I have named 
only the chief offenders, but it should be 
understood that most men of this class are 


* Mr. George Sampson. 
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amenable to the censure. Steeped in Rational- 
ism and a vitriolic hatred of England (this last 
peculiarly a fruit of Treitschke’s teaching) they 
have done far more than the military caste— 
far more even than Nietzsche himself—to 
produce that state of mind in their country- 
men which has transformed the docile German 
into a barbarian, and made his name a hissing 
among the nations. A recent writer, who has 
observed closely the latter-day maleficent 
influence of the German universities, remarks 
that “there is nothing like it among other 
- nations, and it is difficult for us to understand 
the type of temperament of these men—pro- 
fessors of medicine, science, history, philosophy, 
and even divinity—who, in the privacy of their 
studies and laboratories, sit and brood with 
envy over. the greatness of the British Empire.” 
And yet it is not so difficult to understand 
when we remember that they were not only 
disciples of Treitschke, Bernhardi and Nietzsche, 
but, in a moral and spiritual sense, the direct 
descendants of Strauss, the subverter of Christi- 
anity—the universal doubter. When men have 
cast off God they are ripe for any evil. 

I say, for any evil, for the form the 
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evil may take is simply a matter of tempera- 
ment. In Germany the conspicuous form is 
covetousness and an overweening ambition, 
combined with unparalleled craft and a policy 
of brutal terrorism from which even a Papuan 
savage would shrink aghast. We have be- 
come familiar with the terms—Pan-Germanism, 
Deutschland iiber alles, Teutonic dominion of 
the earth. But is this to be the issue? 
Ah, no! Germany has reckoned without God. 
Morally and spiritually the people are not fit 
to be a ruling people. Even the very principles 
of their commerce, as the outer world has for 
some time known, are unreliable ; and since the 
War began we have had the admission in one 
of their own journals (the Frankfirter Zeitung) 
that their deceits are practised upon the Father- 
land no less than upon their neighbours. Their 
spy system illustrates the same degeneracy. 
That so many thousands of the people, from the 
Kaiser downwards, have been willing to engage in 
this despicable service—not in war-time merely, 
putin times of peace and under friendship’s cloak 
—this alone speaks volumes. What, too, shall be 
said of their newspapers, dominated by that 
arch-infamy the Press Bureau of Dr. Haman, 
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before whose statements even the wildest fictions 
of our trashiest morning papers are dove-grey 
peccadilloes? World-power for such a nation 
would be the greatest calamity, political and 
social, which mankind could suffer. It would 
be a plunge back into Barbarism. The victory 
that should achieve a catastrophe so unthinkable 
would not be the victory of a great nation, but 
of great killing machines and of diluvial wicked- 
ness. It would be the triumph of the murderer 
who bludgeons a man in his sleep. Till 
Germany turns again to the God she has 
scorned, and to the Truth which she has soiled 
with an ignoble use, she must remain a weak, 
a decadent, a degenerate nation. 


There is a remarkable passage in the works of 
Heine, the German Jew poet, which comes 
before me asI write. It was Heine’s conviction 
that the accumulative effect of the various 
systems of German philosophy would result at 
last in social and political revolution. After 
weighing up the measure of revolutionary force 
which each might bring, he discourses thus: 
“ But the most fearful of all will be the philo- 
sophers of Nature, when they take an active 


THE MENACE FROM WITHOUT 27 


part in a German revolution, and identify them- 
selves in the work of destruction.” ‘‘ Philosopher 
of Nature” is a term which fits Nietzsche like a 
glove; yet Heine was writing in the early 
forties, a year or two before Nietzsche was born. 
The poet continues thus: “If the hand of the 
Kantist strikes firmly and surely, because his 
heart is inaccessible to any traditional respect ; 
if the Fichtean despises all dangers, because 
they have for him no real existence; the 
philosopher of Nature will be terrible indeed 
when he places himself in communication with 
the original powers of the earth, conjures up the 
hidden resources of tradition, evokes the whole 
force of the German Pantheism, and reawakens 
that ardour of battle which the old Germans 
displayed —an ardour which had not for its 
object destruction, nor even victory, but merely 
the pleasure of the combat itself. Christianity 
has softened to a certain extent that brutal rage 
of battle, but it has not been able to extinguish 
it; and soon as the Cross, the restraining 
talisman, is broken, you shall see let loose again 
all the ferocity and frenzied exaltation of the 
Berserkers, sung by the poets of the North. The 
old warlike divinities will rouse themselves from 
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their fabulous tombs, and wipe the dust of ages 
from their eyelids: Thor will be stirring again 
with his gigantic hammer and woe to the 
‘cathedrals! There will be performed a drama 
compared to which the French Revolution 
was but an innocent idyll. The nations will 
group themselves around Germany as on the 
ascending benches of an amphitheatre, and 
great and terrible are the games which await 
our eyes.” 

We have reached this climax of Heine's 
prophecy to-day. To such conditions of antique 
-Barbarism has Germany—the land of Martin 
Luther, the cradle of Protestantism — been 
reduced. Never before in history has a powerful 
nation been brought so low in so short a time: 
and remember—the ladder of her descent is a 
ladder of three rungs, only three :—Rationalism, 
Nietzscheism, Barbarism. Is Barbarism too 


_ strong a word? I think not. “To-day,” asa 


recent writer has said, ‘‘ Germany is beside her- 
self with the lust of hate. The manifold 
energies of her mind and soul are concentrated 
in this, the blackest of all the passions. She 
hates with a fierce malignity which burns and 
flames like a fire of dry brushwood. To indulge 
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this savage mood she has thrown aside the 
restraints of reason, policy and good sense. She 
has broken out into immortal enmity. She 
persecutes her foe, to use Burton’s stinging 
words, ‘ with bitter taunts, hostile wars, scurrile 
invectives, libels, calumnies, fire, sword, and the 
like, and will not be reconciled.’” These are 
the conditions of the savage, and they are all 
summed up—crystallized for us—in the follow- 
ing extraordinary outburst of one of her poets | ned eres 


in-a-recerit number-of-dugend.: (ata 


“Hate by water and hate by land, 
Hate of the head and hate of the hand; 
Hate of the hammer and hate of the crown; 
Hate of the millions choking down. 
We love as one, we hate as one ; 
We have one foe, and one alone— | 
England !” t oe 





* Ernst Lissauer. ‘‘In the Roman Catholic schools of 
Germany,” writes a correspondent of the Morning Post (Jan. 27, 
1915), “the children are being made to learn by heart this Hymn 
of Hate. Nearly all the German Roman Catholic children can 
now repeat this diatribe against England.” ~~} 

+ More saddening even than this is the effusion of a German 
woman in the Schlesische Zeitung, called Deutscher Hid (“ German 
Oath”), in which the writer calls upon God to witness to 
Germany’s lifelong hatred of England. “Let our descendants 
who have not yet heard” the oath, she says in conclusion— 

‘Learn this, of all commandments the most high— 
Thou hear’st it, God, by whom we have declared it— 
Our hatred is for Albion till we die!” 
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The Barbarism voiced in these lines is the 
natural, the inevitable fruit of Nietzscheism, and 
Nietzscheism could never have taken root in 
Germany had there been no soil of Rationalism 
to foster it. 


CHAPTER II 
The Menace from Within 





CHAPTER II 
The Menace from Within 


Germany, and look at home. 

How has it fared with England during 
the interval which I have sketched? Has this 
dragon from the abyss—this corrupt and cor- 
rupting Rationalism—visited at any time our 
own shores? and if so, When? and How? A 
reliable guide in such an inquiry is the Right 
Hon. G. W. E. Russell, a Privy Councillor, 
who has held high Government appointments, * 
and who was a student at Oxford University at 
the time when the German menace of Rationalism 
was most violent in England. “It effected its 
lodgment in the Universities,” he writes, “and 
more especially in Oxford, where its triumph 
was rapid and complete. Kultur was transformed 


| ET us now turn our eyes away from 


* He has been successively Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Local Government Board, Under Secretary of State for India, 
and Under Secretary for the Home Department. 
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into Culture, and in that guise was worshipped. 
‘The Germans’ became a name of terror to old- 
fashioned philosophers and divines. . . . Every- 
body went about with a solemn face, and at the 
dread words ‘The Germans say,’ the fortresses 
of faith and reason were expected to fall down 
flat. No heresy was too repulsive, no theory too 
nonsensical, to be accepted with a loyal and 
loving obedience, if only it could be traced to an 
author whose name ended in ‘hein’ or ‘itz’ or 
‘chke.’” The professors responsible for such 
teaching “stuck to their posts of dignity and 
emolument,” continues Mr. Russell, “and 
emptied out on generation after generation of 
half-convinced undergraduates the dregs and 
siftings of the misbeliefs which they had collected 
from fat volumes of ill-translated German. That 
each fresh critic contradicted the last, and that the 
result which one year was considered axiomatic, 
was in the next discredited, and in the third 
forgotten, were circumstances which produced 
not the slightest effect on the Germanized mind. 
‘Hein’ was the man of the moment; and though 
he said one thing, while St. Paul and St. John 
and the Synoptists said the opposite, he was 
infallible till ‘Itz’ upset him; and ‘Itz’ must 
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be believed till he in turn was upset by ‘ Chke.’ 
Some there were who all along refused to be thus 
Germanized; who saw from afar the quaking 
bog into which our blind guides were leading us, 
and preferred to remain where they could feel the 
ground under their feet. To-day those recusants 
see the strange uses to which Germany has pro- 
stituted the glorious name of ‘ Evangelical,’ and 
they rejoice in their recusancy.” 


I have before me as I write a copy of a much 
boomed theological work, issued at enormous 
expense by a well-known firm of London pub- 
lishers. It is the Encyclopedia Biblica, perhaps 
the most flauntingly wicked, as it is certainly 
the most elaborate attempt to undermine the 
faith of God’s elect, which English Rationalism 
has produced. Its contributors were largely 
Oxford and Cambridge professors; though 
Scotch, American and German infidels were well 
represented * — alas! some Christians also, of 


* The following figures are painfully interesting. The con- 
tributors to the first volume comprise 15 German and German- 
Swiss theologians, settled at Berlin, Bonn, Strasburg, Gottin- 
gen, Halle, Leipsic, Heidelberg and other well-known centres ; 
8 Oxford professors ; 9 Cambridge ; 10 other British divines (1.c., 
English, Scotch and Welsh); 6 American professors; 3 or 4 
specialists in Biblical archwology and geography; and the 
Hebrew editor of the Jewish Quarterly Review. 
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whom the less said the better. At least three- 
fourths of the information contained in these 
four bulky volumes was derived from the publi- 
cations of notorious German rationalists and 
their English, Scotch and American imitators. 
In the five-thousand-odd crowded columns there 
is probably not a single vital doctrine of Chris- 
tianity which is not either openly assailed or 
craftily undermined. The Hexateuch is shorn 
of all spiritual significance, and the witness of 
Christ to its divine authority surrendered in 
favour of a ‘‘ Graf-Wellhausen Hypothesis,” of 
which its German name is the chief claim to be 
remembered. The other historical books of the 
Old Testament are dealt with as more or less 
fabulous; the Psalms are interesting human 
compositions ; the Song of Solomon is a pretty 
love idyll — but not by Solomon and not 
canonical ; and the books of the Prophets are 
political essays by optimists and pessimists of 
various degrees of enlightenment, whose predic- 
tions, when they occasionally rise to ecstasy, are 
of demonic origin. 

As to the New Testament, the Gospels are 
largely fable ; the higher, z.e., spiritual teachings 
of St. Paul are legendary; and the Petrine 
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epistles are not by Peter at all. The Messiah- 
ship of the blessed Lord is boldly challenged. 
“The Jews believed that such a person would 
come. Jesus might very sincerely share the 
expectation, as the Baptist did. Could he also 
regard himself as the coming one? He could 
not, if—” and the writer proceeds to set forth 
the contrary view. The eternal Sonship of the 
Lord Jesus is denied. The accumulative testi- 
mony of demons, of the centurion, of the 
apostles Peter, John and Paul to that funda- 
mental truth of Christianity, are successively 
swept aside, with callous suggestions of ignor- 
ance and fraudulent legend-weaving ; and even 
the testimony of God Himself, “This is My 
beloved Son” is dismissed (one shudders even 
to record the blasphemy) as a palpable myth. 
It is significant that the name which heads the 
list of authorities for the article “ Son of God” is 
David Strauss. 

This infidel manifesto, though received with a 
salvo of welcomes by the Press, has not appar- 
ently been a success, since the publishers were 
glad to clear out their remainder of the first 
edition—a large remainder, as I have reason to 
know—at a price which enabled retailers to dis- 
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pose of copies at a fourth of their original price. 
This is matter for thankfulness, yet at the same 
time is hardly surprising. The kind of people 
who affect Rationalism are usually not wanting 
in worldly shrewdness, and in this instance had 
probably found all they looked for in much 
earlier digests of German Rationalism — the 
Essays and Reviews, for example, or Colenso, or 
Cassell’s Supernatural Religion — and they 
would grudge the guineas asked for the newer 
venture. Christians, on the other hand, were 
not to be taken in. They had already judged 
the system by its fruits, and knew that ‘‘ Higher 
Criticism”’—whether English, American or Con- 
tinental—is poison, the poison which has wrought 
so tragically with the German mind. The 
craving of their souls would be for spiritual food, 
not the husks of infidel learning ; for the Bread 
from heaven, not the pretty pebbles of panthe- 
istic philosophy ; for the revelation of the risen 
Christ, not the grey neology of a lifeless Ration- 
alism. Something of the Berean spirit would be 
theirs, and searching the Scriptures would have 
taught them that German Rationalism, together 
with its little sisters Modernism, New Theology 
and Campbellism, have all the scorch-marks of 
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the pit upon them. Thus they would leave the 
poison alone, and having learnt the character of 
the work offered to them, would turn with 
deepened earnestness to the Word of God. Can 
we not hear them saying : 


‘Break Thou the bread of life, 

Dear Lord, to me, 

As Thou didst break the loaves 
Beside the sea. 

Beyond the sacred page 
I seek Thee, Lord : 

My spirit pants for Thee, 
O living Word”? 


Should it be argued that the Universities are 
not so aggressively infidel to-day as they were 
fifteen years ago, when the Encyclopedia Biblica 
was published, the answer is that their work has 
been done so well that an active propaganda is 
no longer needed. The periodical and newspaper 
Press came into line with the professors at an 
early period, years before the Encyclopaedia was 
even thought of, and having found that the 
“ Higher Criticism” was a convenient handmaid 
to the Materialism which they, under the skilful 
energetic lead of Huxley and his school, were 
making fashionable, they received it with open 
arms, and diligently supported the propaganda 
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in their columns. Nor did they hesitate to 
condone and explain away the perfidy of these 
recusants, though well aware that they were 
accepting honours and emoluments from the 
Church whose sacred trust they had betrayed 
and whose saving truths they were stealthily 
preaching away. 

More recently, perhaps, the object lesson 
afforded by the dehumanizing effects of Rational- 
ism on the German nation may have sobered 
some; but it is undeniable that, right up to the 
beginning of the War, there was hardly a secular 
newspaper in London whose columns were not 
open to the wildest figments in theology, pro- 
vided they had German sponsors, or the ratifica- 
tion of an Oxford or Cambridge professor. Only 
a few months back—readers will hardly have 
forgotten the circumstance—the Press became 
feverishly excited over the discovery of an 
Assyrian tablet—the ‘“ Nippur tablet”—which, 
as containing statements at variance with Divine 
Revelation, was hurried forward like a new- 
pattern Krupp gun, and introduced to the 
public in perfervid headlines after this manner : 
‘“Qldest Story of the Flood”; ‘Discovery of 
Tablets before Genesis”; ‘‘ Pre-Semitic Version 
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of the Fall of Man”; and so forth. Journalists 
had swallowed greedily the sensational and quite 
unsupported statements of a Dr. Langdon, 
Reader in Assyriology at Oxford, that the tablet 
contained ‘‘the most ancient version [of the 
Fall], from which”—I am quoting the Professor's 
own words—‘“ the entire Biblical version has 
come. The Fall of Man was originally attached 
to Noah and not to Adam, because it was Noah 
who ‘lost eternal life’ [sic] in the sense that ”— 
et cetera, et cetera, ad nauseam. Was ever 
greater naiveté of folly? The documents dis- 
agree—ergo, the Biblical document must be 
wrong! This is German Rationalism in a nut- 
shell. Any newly discovered pagan document 
containing a fresh version of an Old Testament 
incident, is accepted by our philological quidnunes 
as the true version—“ the pre-Semitic version,” 
if you please—while the Biblical version, which 
has on it the seal and imprimatur of God Him- 
self, must be dismissed as worthless). When we 
come to examine the claims for pre-Semitism in 
the newly found document, we find that they rest 
upon the merest guesswork, and that the willing- 
ness to adopt the infidel view is simply another _ 
concession to twentieth-century German Kultur. 
7 
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The flagrant dishonesty of these methods has 
long since been pointed out, but the eagerness 
to discredit Scripture is so strong with many 
that they will descend to any folly, if only the 
demoralizing process fosters the unbelief to 
which their hearts incline. The Press, as I have 
said, is very largely responsible for the popular- 
izing of such deceits—not certain isolated news- 
papers merely, but the secular Press as a whole 
—alas! a considerable portion of the religious 
Press also. Let us not mince matters. Any 
reflecting mind must recognize that the obliga- 
tion is to speak plainly. These are not the 
times for smooth prophesyings; and to one 
who realizes—as the present writer vividly does 
—that the secular Press is becoming, or has 
become, a very grave public danger, the duty 
to speak out is imperative and urgent. A far- 
seeing man of the world, Thomas Carlyle, long 
ago remarked, ‘“‘We need to be delivered from 
the domination of the penny newspaper”; and 
the warning implied in that pregnant sentence 
is of tenfold urgency to-day. We are strangely 
prone to think—or at least to take for granted— 
that the Press is a kind of impersonal benefactor, 
an institution devoting itself strenuously to the 
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public weal. It is a grotesque and dangerous 
delusion. Can the public weal be served on lines 
antagonistic to the Truth of God? I trow not. 
“Were I asked,” says a recent writer, “what I 
regard as the most striking characteristic of the 
Press of this country to-day, I should answer: 
The absence of the recognition of God.” This 
Witness is true. The menace of the Press lies 
there. It is a powerful teaching force with an 
immoral and distinctly anti-Christian bias. 
This may seem a hard saying, but is it true? 
Can the statement be substantiated? If it is 
true, it is time that Christians faced the truth: 
the danger is too grave to be disregarded. 

Forty years ago the Press was far less open to 
reproach than it is to-day; and yet even then 
a well-known educationist and author */ could 
frame and publish the following crushing indict- 
ment: ‘Look at the Newspaper on my table. 
From the first column to the last it is utterly 
heathen, and it forms the expression of public 
opinion throughout the land. I am not abusing 
it. I delight init. I read my Times every day 
and my Saturday obec week. I don’t always 


+H. W. Pullen, M.A, oe more famous book, The Fight at 
Dame Europa’s School, had an enormous circulation in its day. 
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agree with what they say, though I usually find 
that on most subjects of general interest they 
take a sound and sensible view. But it is always 
a purely heathen view. The Editors themselves 
would not pretend that it is otherwise. It is 
the view of writers who leave Christ entirely out 
of the question—who would never dream of 
stopping to consider what Christ might have to 
say about this or that. They would laugh at 
you if you suggested such a thing. The public 
Press is concerned with the rights of the people, 
the prosperity of the country, and the temporal 
welfare of mankind. It utterly ignores Christ 
and Christianity. And yet you Christians read 
it, regulate your opinions by it, and suffer it 
to influence insensibly your thoughts, your 
principles, your moral tone. And all the while 
you cannot doubt that, if Christ-could come on 
earth again, the very first thing He would do 
would be to denounce the modern Newspaper as 
godless and devilish and abominable. How 
could He do otherwise? Is it conceivable that 
Christ and the Zimes should exist together ?— 
that He whose purpose it is to subdue the hearts 
of men to Himself should suffer them at one and 
the same moment to be subdued by a power so 
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gigantic as the voice of Public Opinion? Could 
He permit, do you suppose, the discussion of 
ereeds and doctrines on the heathen principle 
of Common Sense, and not on the Christian 
principle of what God has chosen to reveal? Of 
course He could not: the two systems are as fire 
and water; and the very fact that you allow the 
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Times to be brought to your house shows plainly 
enough how you have abandoned Christianity, 
and drifted quietly into Civilization.” By Civil- 
ization the writer meant, as the text and title 
of his book explain, Civilized Heathenism. 
Modern Christianity in his view was Civilized 
Heathenism. 


Tn eee 
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Could we offer brighter witness to-day? 
Alas! no. The prospect has grown darker in 
those intervening years. The Press has not 
improved. An analysis of eight London news- 
papers on October 5th, 1914, yielded the result 
shown on page 45. [The figures in columns give 
the number of pages or the fraction of a page 
devoted to the various subjects indicated. ] 

Thus out of 70 pages of matter there was not 
so much as a single page—not even a solitary 
column—devoted to Christian intelligence. The 
Daily Moral did indeed contain a paragraph 
entitled ‘A Nation at Prayer,” which occupied 
less than 20 lines, and referred to the crowding 
of our chapels and churches * as an illustration 
of the emotional effects of War. That was the 
one and only exception. 

My contention is not that religion, as such, is 
always taboo in the Newspapers. What I affirm 
is (and the statement is made without fear of 
serious contradiction), that the Press as a whole 


* Someone suggested that the Daily Telegraph should have 
been included in this analysis, so the writer procured a copy 
on the day following, when analysis showed that the various 
items of news were in about the proportion of the other papers, 
the only departure being a quarter-column notice of the pro- 
phetical vagaries of an American astrologer, which were taken 
quite seriously by the editor ! 
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neither voices the conscience of Christian England 
nor represents its opinion; while it is the active 
and consistent ally of every form of Rationalism 
and unbelief. Towards official Christianity it 
does, indeed, extend a grudging patronage; and 
for one branch of it—the Papal—there is even a 
growing fondness; but for that which is vital in 
Christianity—for the religion of Christ and His 
apostles—the Newspapers have no place and no 
sympathy. 

“We can get along well enough without God “ 
—this, to speak bluntly, is the unspoken convic- 
tion of the Newspapers. Our Army, our Navy, 
our unparalleled resources, these are the things to 
conjure by, these are our gods. ‘‘ We've got the 
men, we've got the ships, we've got the money”! 
The lowly mind, the chastened spirit, the self- 
humbling under the mighty hand of God—for 
these we look in vain. On the very day that 
three of our cruisers were being torpedoed on 
the high seas, we were boasting confidently that 
we would dig the German fleet out of Kiel 
harbour “like rats.” On Nelson Day, the 
public were counselled to pay homage to the 
manes of the great admiral by uncovering their 
heads before his statue in Trafalgar Square—and 
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the counsel was dutifully followed! An illustrated 
journal, the Evening News, published a cartoon 
in which the guardian spirit of Nelson was de-— 
picted hovering over our Navy. A more de- 
liberate withdrawal of allegiance from God could 
scarcely be imagined ; and if the purpose of the 
Press is to call down disaster upon the British 
arms, assuredly these are the shortest and best 
means of doing so. Elsewhere, one of our most 
popular writers, Mr. Kipling, the poetic darling 
of modern Journalism, places the cause of 
Protestant England in the hands of the Virgin 
Mary, and the Daily Telegraph reprints in 
heavily leaded capitals the following pernicious 
nonsense as part of a “ Hymn before Action” : 


-“Ah! Mary, pierced with sorrow, 

Remember, reach and save 

The soul that comes to-morrow 
Before the God that gave ; 

Since each was born of woman, 
For each at utter need— 

True comrade and true foeman— 
Madonna, intercede!” 


Consider what all this means: this turning 
from God and His truth, and from the hope 
of that Gospel which has been the stay and 
strength of England for the past three hundred 
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years. To give these up! Consider, I say 
again, what it means. For if the Bible is a 
revelation from God, as the wisest in all ages 
have thankfully regarded it, then the progress 
of the Gospel is the most important matter 
that can occupy the minds of thinking men. 
Nothing else in human affairs is comparable to 
it. It is a life-and-death matter. Take the 
initial fact of Conversion. If the Gospels and 
Epistles are divine records, every conversion 
_ to God is— what? The passing of a soul 
from darkness to light; from spiritual cor- 
ruption to spiritual health; from Satan’s 
malignant power to the beneficent authority 
of the life-giving Christ. It is the expression 
of the heart of God in the dark world of 
man. What have the papers to say to these 
things? Nothing. Whether in war-time or 
out, they have no leisure, no place for those 
great realities. They are as foolishness to 
them—evidences of a childishness from which 
all but the superstitious and ill-educated have 
been long since delivered. They will fill pages 
day after day with reports of football and 
cricket ; with eulogies of actors and dancers; 
with betting forecasts and racing gossip; with 
8 
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laudatory reviews of vicious books and club- 
room tattle about the men who write them: 
they will talk eulogistically about the Pope, or 
Theosophy, or the latest eccentricities of the 
rationalist favourite of the moment ;—but for 
Christ, and the things of Christ, they have 
no room. 

Or if—as may happen on occasion — some 
reference to these weighty matters does appear, 
be sure the note is one of disparagement, if 
not of violent hostility. Is it not true that 
the Newspapers have attacked every great 
Evangelical movement of modern times in its 
inception? The fact is undeniable. You have 
only to turn to any file of old newspapers in 
order to prove this. Mark how the late C. H. 
Spurgeon was torn in pieces by the Press when 
he began his useful work in London. Mark 
the virulence with which it attacked the early 
labours of General Booth, of Dr. Barnardo, of 
Mr. D. L. Moody. And what was the offence 
of these men? Jt was “the offence of the 
Gospel.” To preach Christ as the one Reality 
—as a personal, living Saviour—a Deliverer 
from the present World-system, and an Object 
great enough to satisfy the multitudinous needs 
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and cravings of man’s restless heart,—to preach 
such an One was their only object, and for 
this they were continuously and acrimoniously 
assailed. 

Still, the present up-to-date method is to 
ignore rather than to assail; and in England 
to-day Evangelical religion is treated rather 
as something which has had its day—the ex- 
pression of an infantile stage in man’s spiritual 
development, from which deliverance has come 
through Darwin, or Herbert Spencer, or the 
all-eclipsing Teutons. Professor Werner of 
Newnham College, Cambridge, whose singularly 
German name suggests much, illustrates this 
attitude of mind in a recent letter to the 
Daily News, wherein he acknowledges with 
ill-cloaked scorn that “there is [in Germany] 
the orthodox reaction which set in perhaps 
about forty years ago, and has issued, in 
many quarters, in a narrow Evangelical 
pietism, of a kind now dying out in England, 
whence it was chiefly derived.” The ad- 
mission, coming from a man who is at once 
a Cambridge professor and a stealthy defender 
of Nietzsche, is remarkable ; and Christians will 
read their own meaning into that supercilious 
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ascription, ‘a narrow Evangelical pietism.” 
The religion of the despised and self-effacing 
Nazarene is never more than “a narrow Evan- 
gelical pietism” to neologians and Nietzsche- 
made professors. Men who feed their minds 
on the dregs of German Rationalism and 
Philosophy, and the husky fallacies of Darwin 
and Haeckel, are not likely to rise to the 
higher ‘ philosophy” — the only philosophy 
that is Wisdom-love indeed—of Him in 
whom all fullness dwells.) Thank God for the 
testimony, however contemptuously offered, 
that some of this Evangelical pietism still 
exists in Germany — that amid abounding 
corruption some of the preserving salt of 
grace is also to be found there ! 

The average professional journalist seems to 
take pretty much the attitude of Professor 
Werner—a mildly scornful one. This may be 
gathered from a statement of religious opinion 
made by Mr. W. L. Courtney of the Daily 
Telegraph not a great while ago. In this 
confession of faith—or rather, of misbelief— 
the writer maintains that, because the world 
is full of theories about religion, and men 
are seeking “consolation outside the material 
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conditions of existence,” people are therefore 
not sceptical, and there is every cause for self- 
gratulation.* ‘‘ Dogmatic Christianity may in- 
deed have decayed,” says Mr. Courtney — 
which, if his words mean anything at all, 
means that belief in the Bible as an authori- 
tative revelation from God is passing away— 
but this, he argues, is a matter of very little 
moment, since “the instincts to which, as a 
form of religion, dogmatic Christianity has 
always appealed, are as fresh and as indomi- 
table as ever.” In other words, the existence 
of those instincts (and they are common to 
all mankind) which have produced the great 
brood of isms that blight the earth to-day— 
Confucianism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Positivism, 
and the like—is more than compensation for 
the certitudes of a religion which, by restoring 
man’s broken relations with a God revealed in 
perfect Love, makes him holy, happy and 
useful here, while consoling him with the 


* Mr. Courtney was selected to edit the reissue in volume 
form of that strange collection of letters which appeared in the 
Daily Telegraph under the heading “ Do We Believe?” and the 
above and following remarks are simply an examination of his 
introductory essay. He is now (1915) engaged in editing a 
Literary Man’s New Testament ! 
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promise of unfailing happiness in a world to 
come. Conscience—for that is evidently what 
is meant by “those instincts”—is, in the view 
of these Fleet Street theologians, as fresh and 
as indomitable as ever, therefore (mark the 
logic!) man is not so sceptical as has been 
supposed, and we may take heart of grace! 

“No man,” says Mr. Courtney, pursuing 
further this complacent vein of thought, “ need 
accept any doctrine [of the Bible] unless it 
commends itself to him in the privacy of his 
own conscience.” Thus man is to be his own 
judge in respect of what is to be accepted or 
rejected of the Word of God: and, if this is to 
be taken as a statement possessing any sanity, 
the writer would have us know (though the 
impression is very stealthily conveyed) that 
the Bible is not the Word of God at all. For 
if God has chosen to reveal Himself, and the 
Bible is that revelation, no one but a madman 
would have the effrontery to say, ‘Though I 
know that this Book is the revelation of Thy 
mind to man, my conscience does not approve 
of this or that portion of it, and therefore I 
reject it.” 

Thus the whole question resolves itself once 
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more into this—Have we a revelation from 
God? To which question the public Press, as 
the chief animating spirit of the great World- 
system, returns a more or less emphatic “No”: 
while it exalts and popularizes the men — 
whether scientists, litterateurs, or theologians 
—who are diligently spreading this delusion. 
The Word of God and the public Press are in 
fact at issue: a statement than which nothing 
could be more solemn, and which I entreat all 
seriously-minded readers of this message to 
consider. Both in spirit and in letter the two 
are absolutely opposed. They have nothing in 
common — are, in fact, as far removed from 
one another as light from darkness, life from 
death, the Spirit of Holiness from the spirit 
of error. 


How slow we are to learn that the mind of 
the creature cannot go beyond its own sphere! 
—that the human intellect is not God; and 
that if man is to be truly elevated, he must 
be elevated by something that is outside and 
above himself. Is it not true that the brightest 
powers of intellect often go hand in hand with 
the greatest moral darkness? Physicists will 
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occupy themselves with dead matter and the 
more elusive phenomena of nature till they 
become blind— incapable of receiving higher 
(i.e. spiritual) knowledge. Rationalizing philo- 
logists will give themselves to language-study 
and Tiibingen theology and the dust-lore of 
dead civilizations, till they become like the 
dead whose tombs they rifle, and their nobler 
faculties atrophy and are nigh to perish. 
Poets may, indeed, reach a higher level, and 
create by imagination a sphere beyond material- 
ism ; but itis still the workings of man’s mind ; 
and what they thus give as enervating fiction, 
faith gives the Christian as healthy, holy, heart- 
filling reality. 

I would press this last point. The mental 
attitude of some of the most brilliant poets of 
our time calls for serious comment. It is 
disquieting beyond measure. We see in it 
once more the stultifying effects of modern 
Rationalism—which, indeed, may be said to 
pervade the bulk of popular twentieth-century 
literature. What can be more pitiful, and at 
the same time alarming, than this prostitution 
of noblest faculties to the cause of unbelief? 
Yet this is a condition which exists, and which, 
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as I have intimated, is far more prevalent than 
most of us probably imagine: while a very little 
examination will show that they who go farthest 
in defying God are the men whose welcome by 
the Press is most assured. The adulation of the 
Newspapers is as the breath of life to these men. 
On every hand their light and lawless minds are 
giving to the world by novel, verse and essay 
the results of superficial reading decked out with 
tinsel of their own imaginings; and the Press 
applauds. Obviously nine-tenths of this is mere 
posing—the insincerities of men who have never 
been brought face to face with the eternal 
Verities, or who turn to Rationalism because 
they find the stern pronouncements of the Word 
of God a rebuke to their vanity and worldliness. 
Still the fact is there, and modern egotism has 
now reached so high a pitch that every author 
who has fallen foul of the Truth seems to regard 
the circumstance as something noteworthy and 
admirable, and seeks to make capital out of it 
by putting his misbeliefs into flamboyant verse 
or magniloquent prose. 

Thus we have William Watson, one of the 
most musical of our modern singers, pouring the 
best fruits of a highly cultured and sensitive 
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mind into a twelve-stanza rhapsody about 
the Unknown God, oblivious of—or perhaps 
deliberately ignoring—the fact that God has 
been revealed: and the Press unanimously 
applauds his production! Could there be any- 
thing more humiliating and, at the same time, 
pathetic? After nearly two thousand years of 
Christianity, with its revelation of God in Christ, 
and of a love surpassing the love of woman, the 
Newspapers welcome as a sort of latter-day 
inspiration this lyrical apostasy from light and 
truth! Has Mr. Watson never read those 
words: “The Only-begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared 
Him”? Has he never read of one Paul, who, 
standing on a memorable city-hill dear to 
scholars, within sight of a statue to “the Un- 
known God,” announced to the curious of that 
city, “ Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, 
Him declare I unto you”? One might have 
thought that this announcement was among the 
lost sayings of antiquity. Strange—is it not? 
—that in a world wherein God has revealed 
Himself in perfect love, to the joy of millions of 
His creatures, who love Him in return and 
experience in varying measure the light and 
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comfort of His presence—that in such a world 
a man should find it worth his while to write, or 
think that others should find it worth their 
while to read, these stately Pyrrhonisms about 
an Unknown God. While countless thousands 
of the human race are in living touch with a 
God well known, loving, serving and adoring 
Him, how strange, I say again, that a writer 
of large heart and liberal culture should be 
prostituting noblest diction to despairing senti- 
ments such as this: “I never dare to dream 
that, in my prisoned soul, the flutter of a 
trembling prayer can move the Mind that is the 
Whole”! And is it not unspeakably saddening 
to find that lesser minds are taking up the same 
strain—alas ! with too facile imitativeness—and 
are eagerly rushing into print to tell others that 
they have cast off God? Of this sort is the 
author of Moods and Doggerels, who devotes 
some 250 lines of painfully laboured verse 
to informing us that what he strangely calls 
his “faith, but shadows that required of men. 
Yet, O thou God !”—we quote from the stanzas 
referred to—‘‘if only wraith of creed I hold, 
tis all I can. ... There is no score of final 
judgment. .. . There will be no one without 
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the pale; no saint elect within the fold.” And 
mark. This is what Mr. Galsworthy is telling 
—not his fellow-creatures, but God: the God 
who tells Mr. Galsworthy,* “It is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judg- 
ment” (Heb. ix. 27). 

Owing largely to the lavish encouragement 
given to such lucubrations by a flattering 
and infidel Press, this is what our poets and 
euphuists are coming to! It is a pessimism 
born of hopeless negation and mentality, com- 
bined with a debasing sentimentalism—a con- 
dition well illustrated in the poem by Mr. 
Watson above referred to, wherein the writer 
rhapsodizes about the “wan form” and 
“anguished eyes” of the suffering Christ, 
whilst haughtily affirming, almost in the same 
breath, that “His death is nought; His life is 
all.” Poor human pride, how it hates the 
thought of grace—grace based upon the death 
which ws everything—the death which atones! 
Intellectual man, “whose feelings concerning 
what is great and excellent,” to quote from an 
old writer, “have been disciplined to accord to 


* He has recently put forth 96 pages of this sort of thing on 
hand-made paper at six shillings ! 
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a literary or philosophical standard,” will have 
none of those things, none of the blessings 
which flow from the precious fact of atonement 
made; and until his heart has been wrought 
upon by Divine grace he regards them with 
aversion. ‘The preaching of the Cross” is 
foolishness to him, and his natural mind cannot 
reach to the “hidden wisdom” of God con- 
tained therein, like jewel within a casket; and 
so he stumbles at that word: “By grace are 
ye saved, through faith; and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast” (Eph. ii. 8, 9). 
He seeks glory for himself—not for God; that 
“praise of men” which Christ unsparingly 
condemns. Perhaps he attains his goal, and 
becomes famous. The world applauds. But at 
what a cost has success been achieved if heaven 
is missed! ‘ What shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
_ soul? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul?” (Mark viii. 36, 37). A solemn 
challenge truly! Should we not do well to 
ponder it? 
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teenth-century English Rationalism. 

Originating and crystallizing in Germany, 
whose people it has morally and spiritually 
(perhaps, also, politically) ruined, it has per- 
meated our universities, invaded our pulpits, 
and been popularized by poets, novelists and 
journalists, till, having spread like a canker 
through all classes of society, even Christians 
have become infected. Such phenomena should 
not be disregarded. They signalize a condition 
of things unique in the history of Christendom, 
and are fraught with gravest meaning for 
the future. These are no scare-words. The 
phenomena spoken of are definitely foretold in 
Scripture ; and from the same source we learn 
that their full marshalling will be cataclysmic 
and appalling—nothing less, indeed, than the 

To 
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upheaval of Society on a vast and unprecedented 
scale, apostasy from God, and the coming of 
the Lord in judgment. When scepticism— 
i.e. Rationalism—pervades the population, not 
merely religion, but the State, is near its end. 

Is it because I have any misgivings as to the 
issues of the present War that I have uttered 
this warning? God forbid. It is my profound 
conviction—not alone on military or moral 
grounds—that we are destined to win, and that 
the country will emerge from this titanic 
struggle stronger than before. That, | say, is 
my conviction. Yet who shall say that the 
attitude of the nation Godward may not de- 
termine the duration of the War? If God 
is chastening, and we do not recognize the 
chastisement nor abase ourselves before Him, 
He may press with heavier hand, and yet 
heavier, —and will, if His thoughts towards 
us are still for blessing. The nation that is 
definitely set against Him is usually left to 
go its own way, according to that pronounce- 
ment, “Ephraim is joined to idols, let him 
alone” (Hos. iv. 17): and if the British nation, 
misled by those who officially assume to be 
her spiritual guides, refuse to bow, a like 
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judicial fate may overtake her. At the time of 
the Indian Mutiny, meetings both for humilia- 
tion and prayer were held throughout the 
kingdom. In the present far graver crisis the 
necessity for national prayer has, indeed, been 
recognized, though only after five months of 
strife and carnage: but the mere suggestion 
of linking humiliation with our prayers has 
been publicly and officially discountenanced. 
Thus an occasion big with opportunity and 
promise has been missed, and national self- 
complaisance has been ministered to by the 
very means which should have brought us in 
dust and ashes before the Throne! 

I would dwell upon this point. Readers 
will not have forgotten that January 3, 1915, 
was observed throughout England, by Royal 
decree, as a day of Prayer. Many Christians 
thought that the day should be one of Humilia- 
tion as well as Prayer, and in some instances 
memorialized the King to that effect. They 
felt that the hand of God is upon the nation 
—not merely upon the Germans; that our 
manifest defections from Him during the past 
half-century, our infidelity (“made in Ger- 
many”), our growing love of pleasure, were 
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some of the things for which He was calling 
us to account; and that it behoved us to 
humble ourselves before Him, acknowledging 
our sins. The ecclesiastical advisers of the 
King thought differently, and whilst admit- 
ting that a day of general prayer might be 
seasonable and not unsalutary, seemed well — 
satisfied with the spiritual health of the 
people, and dismissed the thought of Humilia- 
tion as a pious extravagance. They issued 
through the Press a form of prayer, sonorous 
but sapless, and filled with uncommittal gene- 
ralities, which can hardly have impressed the 
careless, and which certainly gave much dis- 
appointment to numbers who had looked 
forward to the occasion as one for real heart- 
searching and confession, having promise of 
commensurate blessing when the solemn exer- 
cise was past. 

I may be forgiven for expressing the con- 
viction that the “pious people” (as the 
advocates for a deeper work were somewhat 
superciliously called) were right and the re- 
ligious advisers of the King were wrong. 
This inquiry has shown, indeed, by facts and 
figures which cannot be gainsaid, abundant 
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reasons for this conviction; and so keenly do 
I still feel the necessity for national self- 
abasement, that I would affectionately urge 
upon my brethren in Christ, and particularly 
upon those who are called of God to minister 
in word and doctrine, to impress this need 
upon such as come within their ministry, to 
the end that consciences may be wrought 
upon, and a more chastened spirit to God- 
ward produced. It might be well for us to 
eall to mind two important statements which 
are brought together in the Scriptures of 
Truth, and which have, I believe, a very 
intimate bearing upon present issues. The 
first. is, “ Before destruction the heart of man 
is haughty”: the second, “Before honour is 
humility” (Prov. xviii. 12). See, moreover, 
how Jehovah Himself links humiliation with 
prayer in His gracious promises to a back- 
sliding Israel. ‘If my people which are called 
by my name, shall humble themselves and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land” (2 Chron. vii. 14). - Even our brave ally, 
poor infidel France, could read us a lesson 
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on this matter. An English journalist, Mr. 
Edmund Candler, describes the change which 
has come over her spirit and demeanour since 
the War began, a change which is almost 
comparable to Puritanism, although, unlike 
Puritanism, it is not, alas! nationally con- 
nected with God. “In England,” says a 
leader- writer who deals with Mr. Candler’s 
article in the Pall Mall Gazette (Jan. 12, 1915), 
“one can find full theatres and audiences 
given over to mirth that is hearty enough if 
not altogether unrestrained. Many of the 
activities of peace time pursue their way— 
not indifferent to the national crisis, but un- 
deflected by it. But in France, interests out- 
side the War are not conceivable. The very 
museums are shut. All thoughts lead to the 
front. The people are lost in the nation. 
France draws one breath, and beats with one 
pulse of: resolution.” If the people of Eng- 
land would go but one step further, what a 
different complexion might be put upon the 
War—on the western face of it at least! 
Were we “lost,” to use the expressive journal- 
istic term, for but one day only, not “in the 
nation,” but in God—we mean, in self-judgment 
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and confusion of face before Him —#is there 
any doubt that He would longer delay the 
chastisement of the murderous hordes whose 
unspeakable barbarities have brought sorrow 
and devastation to the hapless thousands of 
tortured France and Belgium? I trow not. 
The purging of those countries of the Teuton 
invaders would be a noble task, indeed: but 
again we say, “Before honour is humility.” 
If God has a controversy with us, in vain 
shall we seek to evade the issue. Our ever- 
growing army, our improved munitions of war, 
our watchful navy, the wise resourcefulness of 
our trusted leaders, the splendid courage of 
our soldiers and sailors—what are these things, 
or any other qualities or equipments, if our 
ways are not right with God? Is it not re- 
markable that the nation which up till now has 
made the most marked progress in the War—we 
mean the Russians—is unquestionably the most 
truly religious of all the belligerent peoples ? 
Whatever the superstitions of their Church, and 
they are many, there is undoubtedly a deep in- 
ward earnestness and faith among the Russians, 
which signalizes a real work of God, and a whole- 
hearted, humble recognition of His claims upon 
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them. This is everywhere admitted. The very 
latest writer on Russia is Mr. Denis Garstin, 
from whose picturesque pages, as another has 
well said, “there finally emerges a large and 
luminous impression of Russia as the true 
Christian Commonwealth—the only world-state 
in which Christianity is to-day a vital force 
in the whole sphere of the relations between 
rich and poor.” 

If God should choose to bestow on Russia the 
distinction of finishing the War by her victories, 
and should leave her allies on the western side 
at a kind of deadlock, unable to make further 
headway against the enemy, with whom would 
lie the blame? Not with our army—not with 
our navy—who are doing all that brave and 
capable men on land and sea can do; but with 
ourselves; with the nation at home, which 
prefers to go pleasuring when her right place 
is low down before God, Whose voice is clearly 
calling to repentance. The Rev. R. J. Campbell 
suggests that we should find a remedy for present 
troubles by calling a council of the Churches, 
with the Roman Pontiff at the head (!)—not 
for prayer or self-searchings, but to ‘“‘ discuss 
the War”: though what useful purpose could 
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be served by a body of ecclesiastics discussing 
a subject upon which they can only speak as 
amateurs, it were difficult to conceive. And 
think of the Pope as president of such a 
council! It has been known to all the world 
for some time past that his priestly satellites 
have been assiduously teaching the youth of 
Germany in all the Catholic schools Lissauer’s 
anti-Christian “ Hymn of Hate,” and the Pope 
has remained impassive! Surely it would more 
become him to be setting his own tottering 
house in order—if that were possible !—than 
intruding into international politics, when his 
influence would be pretty sure to work un- 
settlement where at present unanimity reigns. 
Our counter-suggestion is, that the Christians 
of England betake themselves to their closets, 
and that prayer be “made without ceasing” 
until the eyes of the people of this land are 
opened—not to the subtle beauties of the 
pacifist utterances of Mr. Campbell, but to 
the sin that lies at our doors—the sin of 
national departure from God. 

Yet if we go on in arrogance of self-sufficiency, 
and God permits us none the less to do great 


things in the War, as men speak—what then ? 
It 
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The more pressing trouble will have been tided 
over, but a new and greater menace will have 
arisen. The perils of success may be more 
pregnant with consequence than those of failure. 
There are dangers in victory no less than in 
defeat; and if we fail to profit by the War in 
the higher, spiritual sense—if we regard these — 
great happenings as food for our pride instead 
of part of a national and needed discipline—if 
we neither repent of past unfaithfulness nor ask 
to be shown again the old paths, that we may 
walk in them,—then I know not what may 
happen, unless the sending of the “strong de- 
lusion” (2 Thess. ii. 11), and the reception by 
mankind of that master ‘‘ lie,” which consum- 
mates the Apostasy and signalizes the brief 
triumph of the Man of Sin. 


The question of national responsibility God- 
ward as distinguished from personal responsi- 
bility is one of much interest and importance, 
and is, perhaps, but little understood. Among 
the outstanding principles of Divine Revelation 
the teaching is clear that the way of God with 
nations is quite distinct from His way with 
individuals. The one has in view the govern- 
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ance of the world—that is, the ordering of 
events here in time: the other has in view the 
higher destinies of the individual—of man as a 
responsible unit—in other words, his preparation 
for the world to come. 

In ancient days God chose a nation in Abraham, 
isolating them by privilege and responsibility 
from the other nations of the earth, and making 
the tenure of this unique providence dependent 
upon obedience. ‘You only have I known of 
all the families of the earth,” was Jehovah's 
word to Israel ; “‘ therefore I will punish you for 
all your iniquities” (Amos iii. 2). Failure came 
in, as we know; the people apostatized from 
Jehovah—and, in the person of Nebuchadnezzar, 
government passed to the Gentiles. Israel, 
rejected of God by reason of her idolatries, was 
delivered into the hands of their enemies, to 
whom the sword of government was at the same 
time committed. ‘Thou, O king,” said Daniel 
to Nebuchadnezzar, “art a king of kings; for 
the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever 
the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field 
and the fowls of the heaven hath He given into 
thine hand ; and hath made thee ruler over them 
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all” (Dan. ii. 37, 38). In this way the Times of 
the Gentiles began. 

From that day those conditions have remained 
unchanged. The sword may—and has—passed 
from hand to hand, but only Gentiles have 
wielded it. When Babylon, sunk in debauchery 
and impiety, was given up, the Persians snatched 
the sword from her enfeebled hand, and became 
paramount. When Persia had grown too weak 
to wield the sword, world-empire passed to 
Greece. Greece in turn gave way before the 
iron might of Rome, and Rome became the last 
universal empire. These are facts of history, in 
which not only all students of prophecy are 
agreed, but which, by the very nature of things, 
are admitted even by infidel historians. 

The Times of the Gentiles have continued to 
the present moment. The Jewsare still rejected 
and outcast ; without a king, without a priest, 
without a sacrifice ; a byword among the nations, 
and the merest money-changers of the people. 
The Gentiles still hold the sword of government 
—their holding it being a characteristic feature 
of the dispensation—while their rulers, their 
magistrates, their honourable men, all form part 
of a divinely recognized polity, responsible to 
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God and liable to be dealt with by Him, par- 
ticularly should they fail in recognition of the 
Power from whence their power derives. The 
question is not so much one of Christianity in 
relation to individuals as of a responsibility of 
~ nations, which may be said to rest chiefly with 
their rulers and advisers ; a condition of things 
which began in Nebuchadnezzar, and which will 
be consummated when that dual wickedness of 
the “last times,” the “ Beast” emperor of an 
apostate Christendom and his confederate ‘the 
Man of Sin,” appear upon the scene (Rev. xiii. 
and xix.). : 

Now it will be at once evident that a responsi- 
bility so grave supposes for its efficient support a 
suited moral state, a spirit of wisdom and 
sobriety, and that where that state and spirit 
are not found, departure from God is inevitable. 
When Nebuchadnezzar, preternaturally exalted 
by a greatness which he owed to God alone, 
forgot his obligations to the Most High, such a 
departure quickly followed. We read of him 
surveying from his palace-roof the capital of his 
wide dominions, and giving way to proud self- 
gratulation and unkingly boasting. ‘Is not 
this great Babylon that J have built by the 
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might of my power, and for the honour of my 
majesty ?” was his haughty reflection : and while 
the words were on his lips another voice went 
forth: “The kingdom is departed from thee.” 
Hence the grave importance of sobriety of spirit 
and a constant recognition of God on the part of 
kings and their advisers, if the people who look 
up to them are to be maintained in what Scrip- 
ture calls ‘‘ the goodness of God” (Rom. xi.). A 
spirit of raucous levity and boasting is a public 
danger, and the thoughtful may well tremble for 
the country whose leaders are pervaded by such 
a@ spirit. 

Vain-glorying of whatever kind, whether in 
nations or in individuals, is of the nature of 
departure from God; but in the case of nations 
it is usually — perhaps necessarily — of slower 
growth than in the case of individuals, and 
among Christianized nations it will be always 
found to trace back—often through labyrinthine 
processes of thought and teaching—to a gradual 
giving up of the Truth, that is, of Divine 
Revelation. In preceding pages I have sought 
to illustrate this fact from the history of the 
German nation ; perhaps, at this stage, a glance 
at home may not be inopportune. Should we 
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not have a care that our own ways are right with 
God? that the basis of our confidence in the 
present crisis is a proper and stable one? If 
we are engaged in a righteous War,—and who 
can doubt it ?—shall we not see to it that our 
trust is in the Righteous One to whom we owe 
allegiance ; not in human skill, however eminent, 
or in carnal weapons, however efficient. The 
world trusts to strategy and armaments, and 
doubtless these things are as the very nerves 
and sinews of war; but the nation that trusts in 
them is in a false and precarious condition. A 
Times leader-writer may speak of his compatriots 
as “a united nation, calm, confident and in- 
vmerble,” and may gather happy omens from our 
traditional “‘ good luck” ;* the Daily Mail may 
boast that “this is a War in which there must 
be both victors and vanquished, and we mean to 
be the victors”; but if we cultivate this spirit 
we shall become weak as water, and God may 
blow upon our.pride. Thank God, the men 
whose judgment really matters—the men of 

* “The extraordinary luck which has attended the captain of 
the Undaunted, must also appeal to their traditional sentiment. 
No class has a deeper belief in luck, good and bad, and within 


these few weeks of war we have had two conspicuous examples of 
good luck in the Navy” (The Times, Oct. 1914). 
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action and ripe counsel, as distinguished from 
the lamplight prophets of the Press—are many 
of them true Christians, and who shall doubt 
that it is their habit to seek guidance for them- 
selves and their colleagues in those grave and 
momentous duties devolving upon them? Let 
us join our prayers with theirs. Be sure that 
the attitude which makes for success is the 
attitude of modesty and dependence, not of 
chauvinism and trumpet-blowing. Our duty to 
King and country may require us to gird on the 
sword or to shoulder the rifle: our duty to God 
supposes a suited spiritual condition — the 
chastened heart and lowly mind out of which 
all true heroism springs. 


I have said that the ways of God with nations 
are distinct from His ways with individuals, and 
I return to this point for a moment in order to 
remove, if possible, a difficulty which has pre- 
sented itself to some minds in connection with 
the ways of God with the Belgian nation. 
Briefly, we may say that His dealings with 
nations are providential, and responsibility lies 
with the governing head or heads, whose mis- 
doings may bring down His judgments upon the 
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people they govern: His dealings with His own 
are paternal, and failure in the individual is 
met by individual chastisement—the dealings of 
a Father with His child. When Pharaoh organ- 
ized the oppression of the Hebrews, the whole 
Egyptian people had to participate in the judg- 
ments with which he was visited. When David 
sinned in numbering the people, it was upon the 
nation that the avenging plague came. When 
Belshazzar, in a sudden orgy of drunken impiety, 
made cause against the Most High, his whole 
empire was involved in the catastrophic penalty 
as suddenly inflicted. And this explains, I do 
not doubt, the present sufferings of the poor 
Belgians. God forbid that I should throw an 
Edomite stone at them in the day of their 
calamity: but facts are facts, and we do well to 
face them. After all, it is with God—the God 
of nations—we have to do, not with the easy- 
going, elastic codes of the Newspapers. Cannot 
we see His hand in the recent visitation? Is it 
not at least remarkable that the very miseries 
which have been inflicted on the Belgians—the 
slaughter of old men and harmless peasants, the 
maiming and other unnameable cruelties per- 


petrated upon women and children—bear a 
12 
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startling, ghastly resemblance to the miseries 
inflicted on helpless savages by the late King 
Leopold’s agents in the Belgian Congo? The 
one was a national crime, being sanctioned by 
the king and condoned by his officers: the other 
is very like a national retribution. 

And is there not a voice for us also in these 
happenings? If God is speaking to a sister 
nation, shall we not equally take heed? Ordo 
we prefer to emulate the spirit of a flippant 
Press, swayed only by expediency, and refusing 
_ to recognize the chastisement? A Times leader- 
writer recently affirmed (Oct. 12, 1914) that 
“the Congo squabbles alvenated from us many 
Belgian sympathies, though happily not in 
official circles.” Mark the phrase—“ alienated 
from us”! So the perpetrators of the Congo 
atrocities were not to blame, but the British, 
who protested against them! Was there ever 
a more flagrant surrender of highest principles 
to expediency and the neurotic sentiment of the 
hour? What will the Zimes be saying of 
Louvain and Aerschot when the War is over, and 
she begins to flirt again with German Kultur 
and a Bowdlerized philosophy of Nietzsche ? 
Would that I had the persuasiveness of speech 
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—the fire—the spiritual energy—to rouse, not 
Christians merely, but all my countrymen to the 
menace of principles so perilous and degrading ! 

But God is righteous, if man is not; and we 
should do well to remember that His measure- 
ment of the nations is according to His own 
standard and not theirs. The thought of this 
should produce sobriety and heart-searching—— 
two conditions to which the temper of modern 
journalism is quite opposed—and the discipline 
of such experience would lead to definite 
humbling before God, with result as definite, 
the easing of the pressure of His hand upon 
us. “Because thine heart was tender,” said 
Jehovah of old to one of the worst of Judah's 
kings, “and humbledst thyself before me, and 
didst rend thy clothes, and weep before me; I 
have even heard thee also;” and Manasseh was 
preserved from the evil that would otherwise 
have overtaken him (2 Chron. xxxiv. 27, 28). 
“Better to be of an humble spirit with the 
lowly,” said the wise king, “than to divide the 
spoil with the proud” (Prov. xvi. 19). And 
yet grander is the message of God Himself in 
the burden of Isaiah: “Thus saith the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
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is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones. For IJ will not contend for ever, neither 
will I be always wroth; for the spirit should 
fail before me, and the souls which I have 
made” (Isa. lvii, 15, 16). Gracious words, 
surely, and full of encouragement. Are they 
not seasonable words for dark and perilous days 
like the present? Shall we not heed them ? 


CHAPTER. LV 
After ! 





CHAPTER: .LV 
After ! 


~{ REAT events are happening, but I am 
persuaded that we are on the threshold 


of yet greater ones. Reference was 
made some pages back to that fearful climax of 
Gentile domination, the Apostasy, to be headed 
by the Man of Sin. I am not alone in the belief 
that the manifestation of this sinister oppressor 
of the saints is near at hand. The Kaiser is not 
that malign personage. The Kaiser is not Anti- 
christ—albeit a lying prophecy, thrice quoted 
under sensational headlines in the Hvening 
Standard,* and obviously concocted to exalt 
the Papacy, gives him that fateful pre-eminence. 
It is clear from Scripture that the Antichrist 
will be a man of great mental capacity and 


*On Oct. 3rd, 17th, and 24th, 1914. The Pope is made to 
curse the anti-Christian Kaiser, and to issue a bull which causes 
the death of the Austrian Umapervr ! 
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unshakable will; and the German Emperor is 
not that. There is stubbornness in his nature, 
no doubt, yet it is the stubbornness of the head- 
strong child, not of a masterful leader of men. 
In moments of real testing he has again and 
again shown himself to be weak as the weakest, 
and displayed at the same time a vanity and 
Gothicism without parallel among modern rulers. 
In diplomacy his short-sightedness has become 
the wonder of the world; and on numberless 
occasions he has figured as the gullible tool of 
his ministers, ambassadors, and army chiefs, 
who have easily imposed their wills upon him 
by pandering to his insatiable vanity. The 
Antichrist will not be after this pattern.* 
German and English professors, and their docile 
alumnt the journalists, are obsessed by the idea 
that there is something of greatness in the 
Kaiser, but the idea is a fallacy. Doubtless 
the notion is based upon the fact that his Im- 
perial authority gives him the power to inflict 


*TI do not touch the Biblical argument here. The reasons 
that may be found in Scripture against the Kaiser-Antichrist 
view are manifold and overwhelming. For one thing, the Anti- 
christ, or false Messiah, will not be a Gentile, as that would at once 
invalidate his claim. He must be a Jew; and the Kaiser is not 
aJew. This is but one reason among many, but it is a sufficient 
reason. 
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enormous harm, which power he has wickedly 
employed. But power to inflict great harm is 
no evidence of greatness. The infected rat that 
spreads a plague has that power; the drunken 
soldier that fires a powder magazine has it; so 
has the child train-wrecker, and the depraved 
neurotic who defaces priceless pictures and 
plants bombs in churches and museums. In all 
persons dwells the power to work mischief—to 
make trouble—to sin largely: but that is not 
greatness. 

And just as the Kaiser is not Antichrist, so 
the present War is not Armageddon. Yet the 
present struggle may merge into Armageddon 
by leading to a settling of Kurope—a readjust- 
ment of her boundaries and kingdoms—such as 
we are told will immediately precede that un- 
paralleled crisis. Armageddon is “ the battle of 
the great day of God Almighty” (Rev. xvi. 14), 
and will be a vaster conflict than any battle or 
congeries of battles in the present War. These 
statements may startle some, but they will 
offer no difficulties to the enlightened student 
of prophecy. Few things, indeed, are more 
clearly foretold in Scripture than the revival of 
the Roman Empire under a ten-kingdom form, 

13 
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and within the old geographical limits; and it 
may be that a settlement on such lines will be 
a prominent outcome of the strife now raging.* 
There is no novelty in the thought. We are 
not wresting Scripture nor straining interpreta- 
tions in order to square with present happen- 
ings. That Germany has no place in the 
prophetic scheme is no new thought to Chris- 
tians ; and what is here suggested is in complete 
harmony with the teaching of students of 
prophecy for the past eighty years. What is 
of even more importance—this teaching has the 
fullest support of Scripture itself. 

On all hands, and among men of every class 
and grade of opinion, the conviction seems grow- 
ing, and is finding frequent and increasingly 
definite expression, that the hope—the one 
hope—of Europe lies in a confederacy of all the 


* The author of Europe and the East, writing so long agoas 
1855, said : ‘‘ We have already seen Holland obliged to relinquish 
Belgium—Belgium being within, Holland without the Roman 
boundary. For the same reason we may expect to see Prussia, 
which is without the Roman Empire, compelled to relinquish 
her present possessions west of the Rhine, for they fall within 
the Roman Empire. In like manner we may expect to see 
Baden, Wurtemburg and the chief part of Bavaria (all these 
falling within the Roman Empire) separated from their present 
German connection, and united to France, or some other 
country that falls within the Roman Empire.” 
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Latin States. The Prime Minister has recently 
alluded to it with evident favour; the leading 
reviews support the idea; the most widely 
circulated of all the War pamphlets endorses it ; 
and even as I write there lies before me the 
statement of a distinguished American states- 
man that “lasting peace can only be attained 
by federating the nations [meaning the Latin 
nations] after the form of the United States 
Government.” 

With the wisdom or unwisdom of such a 
federation we are not concerned: the important 
point is, that the world is recognizing its 
desirability. Let the thing proposed become a 
thing accomplished, and the confederated nations 
be ten in number (a development possible even 
now), and you have the exact conditions which 
“the sure word of prophecy” requires, and 
which will at once become the occasion for the 
manifestation of the Man of Sin.* If Turkey 
should join in the War the required Eastern 
conditions might be speedily materialized too. f 

* I say “at once,” because the ten kings have their power only 
“one hour” (i.e. fora prescribed and very limited time) with the 
Beast, whose own term of power synchronizes with that of Anti- 


christ. 
+ This, of course, has now happened. 
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A religiously corrupt and _ rationalized 
Europe is the true field for Antichrist: and for 
this our Universities and men of letters, 
with the powerful co-operation of the Press, 
have long been preparing us. In France, in 
Belgium, in Italy, in Switzerland, in Greece, 
in Spain, in Portugal—the same thing has 
been happening; amid fitful protests from 
the faithful, it is true, but protests which, 
alas! have grown fewer and more feeble as the 
tide of evil has rolled on. What can a con- 
federation of such nations mean, but confederacy 
against God? The actual state of things may 
be concealed for a while by the thin veneer of 
religion, but even this will be stripped away 
when the Beast turns upon the Mother of 
Harlots she has borne so long, and rends and 
tramples her. It is the rulers of those con- 
federated kingdoms who give effect to the 
destructive purpose of the Beast. They are 
the ten crowned horns of whom we read in 
Rev. xiii. and xvii.: “‘ And the ten horns which 
thou sawest and* the beast, these shall hate the 
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, 
and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 


* Kat not em: is the reading of all the chief authorities. 
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For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil His 
will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto 
the beast, until the words of God shall be 
fulfilled” (xvii. 16, 17). 

The destruction of mystic Babylon will leave 
the nations free for larger projects, and for 
hostile acts more wildly daring, for “the battle 
of the great day of God Almighty” will be in 
their hearts, and their kings will urge them on. 
“And the ten horns... are ten kings. 
These have one mind, and shall give their 
power and strength unto the beast. These 
shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
shall overcome them: for He is Lord of 
lords, and King of kings: and they that are 
with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful” 
(xvii. 12-14). 

Both the destruction of Babylon and the 
destruction of the Beast and his armies are 
described in fuller detail in later chapters 
(xvii. and xix.), where the same sequence of 
events is maintained. The latter event opens 
with the coming forth from heaven of a Rider upon 
a white horse, the symbol in Scripture of victori- 
ous power. Who is this Rider? It is the once 
despised and lowly Jesus, now King of kings 
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and Lord of lords. He is described as Faithful 
and True, and—solemn thought for rationalists 
and scoffers—‘“ His name is called The Word of 
God.” His eyes are as a flame of fire; out of 
His mouth goes a sharp sword; on His head 
are many crowns; and He is clothed in a 
vesture dipped in blood. That this is symbolic 
language none will dispute; but the symbolism 
expresses something; and what that something © 
is, every instructed Christian knows. It is the 
closing up of the present Age, with all its 
vaunted civilization and progress, by the 
coming of the Son of Man in judgment. 
There will be others with Him in that Day. 
“The armies which were in heaven followed 
Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean.” These are not angels, but 
glorified saints ; for fine linen is the righteous- 
ness of saints. Angels will be there, doubtless, 
but saints are to be the flower of that army. 
‘And I saw the beast, and the kings of the 
earth, and their armies, gathered together to 
make war against Him that sat on the horse, 
and against His army.” The Battle of the 
Great Day will have come; the mighty ones of 
the earth will have arrayed themselves against 
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the Majesty of heaven, little conscious, it may 
be, who has marshalled them or who opposes. 
Can any doubt the issue? ‘And the beast 
was taken, and with him the false prophet that 
wrought miracles before him [t.e. the Anti- 
christ]. These both were cast alive into a lake 
of fire burning with brimstone. And the 
remnant were slain with the sword of Him that 
sat upon the horse . . . and all the fowls were 
filled with their flesh” (Rev. xix. 11-21). 


Such is Armageddon—the open revolt of the 
Christianized nations of the earth against the 
authority of God. And for this, as I have 
shown, our men of letters, our educationists, 
our newspapers, are preparing us. The rush 
towards infidelity has acquired a fearful impetus 
in recent years, and evidence is overwhelming 
that the Times of the Gentiles are fast closing 
in. Their lease of power was from the first 
conditional—coterminous with continuance in 
“the goodness of God.” Has that condition 
been maintained ? 

In a well-known passage of Scripture which 
deals with the responsibility of the Gentiles to 
God, Israel of the present Gospel dispensation 
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is likened to branches of an olive-tree, which have 
been broken off to allow the grafting in of a 
wild olive, the Gentiles; and in the course of 
an argument pregnant with solemn meaning, 
the apostle writes: “Boast not against the 
branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not 
the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt say 
then, The branches were broken off, that I 
might be grafted in. Well; because of unbelief 
they were broken off, and thou standest by 
faith, Be not high-minded, but fear: for if 
God spared not the natural branches, take heed 
lest He also spare not thee. Behold, therefore, 
the goodness and severity of God: on them 
which fell severity ; but toward thee, goodness, 
if thou continue in His goodness: otherwise 
thou also shalt be cut off” (Rom. xi. 18-22). 
Have the Gentiles—has England—continued 
in the goodness of God? If the facts already 
offered do not supply the answer, I will furnish 
others. Perhaps the most popular of living 
Socialist writers is Robert Blatchford, whose books 
are circulated throughout the kingdom—not by 
thousands merely, but— by hundreds of 
thousands. What is Mr. Blatchford’s attitude 
towards Christianity? He has told usin perhaps 
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the most scurrilous attack on revealed religion 
which the century has produced.* I refer to 
“God and my Neighbour,” a collection of papers 
which originally appeared in the Clarion, and 
which have been republished in a half-crown 
volume, and also in a popular form at sixpence. 
What does Mr: Blatchford say? Here is a 
typical passage: + “I deny the existence of a 
Heavenly Father. I deny the efficacy of prayer. 
I deny the Providence of God. I deny the 
truth of the Old Testament and the New Testa- 
ment. I deny the truth of the Gospels, Ido 
not believe that any miracle was ever performed. 
I do not believe Christ was divine. I do not 
believe that Christ died for man. I do not 
believe that He ever rose from the dead. I am 
strongly inclined to believe that He never existed 
at all.” 

Where did Robert Blatchford find the weapons 


* The attack is not only scurrilous but ignorant—a silly and 
pretentious essay, for which—even from the infidel point of 
view—the writer had neither the learning, the knowledge, nor 
the historical vision and judgment. 

+ I am not quite eure that this extract, which is taken from 
the Clarion of Sept. 23, 1904, forms part of “God and my 
Neighbour,” and have not a copy of the book at hand for refer- 
ence. Directly I had read my own copy I destroyed it—burnt 
it, as one would burn a plague-infected garment. 


14 
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for his blasphemous attack on God and His 
Word? In the writings of the English and 
German rationalists. He has been a close 
student of Mr. Campbell of the City Temple, who 
might be described as an emotional counterpart 
of Strauss, and whom Blatchford rightly regards 
as a man of similar views to his own. The 
passage in which this fellowship of thought is 
put forward has been often quoted, but it may 
be new to some readers. This is what Mr. 
Blatchford says: ‘Mr. Campbell calls nature, 
God. I call nature, nature. Mr. Campbell 
thinks we ought to have some form of super- 
natural religion, and that we ought to associate 
with Christ. I prefer the religion of humanity 
without idolatry. Mr. Campbell thinks Jesus the 
most perfect man that ever lived. I think there 
have been many men as good and some better. 
But beyond these differences I think I may 
venture to say there is nothing Mr. Campbell 
believes that I deny, and nothing I believe that 
he denies. Beyond these differences I am as 
much a Christian as is the Rev. R. J. Campbell ; 
and the Rev. R. J. Campbell is as much an 
infidel as is the editor of the Clarion. Mr. 
Campbell rejects the doctrines of the fall and the 
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atonement. He denies the divinity of Christ, 
the virgin birth, and the resurrection. He 
denies the inspiration and infallibility of the 
Bible ; and he rejects the idea of divine punish- 
ment and an everlasting hell. So do I. Mr. 
Campbell abandons the orthodox theory of sin, 
and says that selfishness is sin, and that un- 
selfishness is morality and salvation. So do I. 
These are bold assertions, and perhaps Mr. 
Campbell may think them too sweeping ; but 
the proof iseasy. The best proof is a comparison 
of the ‘New Theology’ with my ‘infidel’ 
books.” 

These then, reader, are some of the tenets 
of twentieth-century religious and irreligious 
free thought in Gospel-favoured England; the 
tenets of that lawless democracy which, as Lord 
Haldane recently said, “governs the day.” 
What do you think of them? Can you say that 
a country in which such teaching is greedily 
absorbed by millions of readers has continued in 
the goodness of God? The Newspapers for the 
most part approve the teaching, and are fond of 
quoting the utterances of men like Mr. Campbell 
and Mr. Blatchford. They are their lights—the 
voices which sway them and delight their hearts. 
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Yet God has His voice too, as we have seen; 
and it is sounding for us in the present terrible 
War. Shall we not heed it? It may be recog- 
nized in chastening now: it will be heard in 
consuming judgment by and by. Evil is rising 
with mushroom-like vigour out of the congenial 
soil of man’s heart—albeit there is, thank God, 
a restraining influence. The people of God are 
here, and the Spirit of Truth is with His people ; 
and for this reason the tide of evil is partially 
held back: but the day draws near when that 
restraining influence will be removed—and what 
will happen then? Let the Spirit of God 
answer. ‘Then shall that Wicked be revealed, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of 
His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness 
of His coming” (2 Thess. ii. 8). This wicked 
(or lawless) one is Antichrist, the master-work of 
Satan, who by signs and lying wonders will 
deceive the nations of the earth, ‘because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved.” Could anything be more 
solemn? Oh that men would heed the warning! 
—that England might repent and turn again to 
the truth! Christ, whom the rationalist seeks to 
belittle and the secularist scorns, 7s the Truth, 
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and no man can escape the coming judgment 
but through Him. “The Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son: that all men should honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father. He that honoureth 
not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath 
sent Him.” And what is the conclusion of the 
whole matter? “Verily, verily, I say unto you” 
—it is Christ Himself speaking — “He that 
heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into judgment, but is passed from death unto 
life” (John v. 22-24). 

May the gracious Lord make His voice be 
heard! May many deceived ones from among 
the nations, exercised by what is passing around, 
be led to search the Scriptures, and to open their 
hearts to the Truth! May many of His own 
people, oppressed and distracted by the con- 
tradictory and passion-stirring avisos of the 
Newspapers, be led to turn away from those 
illusive helps, and to seek the solid and satis- 
fying comfort of the Word of God! If there is 
one thing more than another that we need as 
Christians in these dark and difficult times, it is 
that our hearts shall be kept steady, our minds 


102 THE WORLD WAR 


docile and at rest. And how shall such condi- 
tions be maintained? “Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, 
because he trusteth in Thee.” The dependence 
of faith—that is what we need: not the un- 
healthy stimulus of an apostatizing Press. A 
beloved servant of Christ was once asked at a 
Bible-reading, “Should Christians fast?” and 
the answer was, “I wish brethren would fast 
from their newspapers.” Let us take this word 
to heart. The mind is formed by what it feeds 
upon ; and the shallow materialism of the News- 
papers is the worst of all food. The Newspaper 
is the World’s advocate; and-as the principles of 
the World invade the mind, spirituality departs ; 
divine principles become weakened in the soul ; 
and the clear vision which accompanies the 
“single eye” is inevitably impaired. 


Nor is Rationalism the only danger. On the 
less intellectual side is the spread of worldliness, 
which of late years has invaded our national life 
in a way that might well provoke the chastise- 
ments of God. The growth on all hands of the 
love of pleasure is, indeed, appalling ; and again 
the Newspapers are largely responsible. Twenty- 
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five or thirty years ago the theatres in London 
might be counted upon one’s ten fingers; their 
number to-day is probably tenfold as many! 
The giving up of God and the gradual loosing of 
moral restraints—two things which almost always 
go together—are the direct effects of Rationalism 
in its popularized newspaper form: and the zeal 
with which even the most responsible journals 
have supported recent attacks upon the Censor- 
ship of Plays—that last barrier of decency 
provided by the State—is but another indication 
of their downgrade tendency. A very small 
_ straw will show which way the wind blows. Not 
so long since the Government made an appeal 
for books for the Forces; and in printing the 
appeal the Newspapers were careful to advise the 
public not to send tracts. ‘The men don’t want 
tracts,” said one journal ; ‘what they want is 
light reading. Send them plenty of popular 
novels—particularly those handy little reissues 
at sevenpence and a shilling.” * In other words, 


* T have it on first-hand authority that many of the men do 
want tracts. A Christian soldier at the front, who has been in 
the fighting line almost since the War began, not only finds that 
Gospel tracts (of which more than one parcel has been sent to 
him) are cordially welcomed and eagerly read by his comrades, 
but that momentous results have followed. 
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Don’t give them God. Give them the world; 
give them the flesh; give them the devil—for 
let it not be forgotten that many of these books 
are packed with infidelity and unceleanness, and, 
as one has forcibly said, ‘‘ are neither more nor 
less than printed crimes.” 

In this way the spirit of revolt—revolt from God 
—is fostered, and levity of mind takes the place of 
that God-fearing sobriety which was formerly so 
striking a characteristic of the British nation. Ex- 
aggerated importance is given at the same time 
to man and man’s works—in art, in science, in 
literature—materialistic achievement being made 
to appear the chief good, while the spiritual in 
man is passed over as a negligible quantity. 
The Times called the shelling of Rheims 
Cathedral “the greatest crime of the War,” and 
the whole secular Press endorsed the view; 
which, indeed, was adopted by the public gener- 
ally, and re-voiced by many Christians. And 
yet it was a materialistic and entirely sensuous 
view. Surely the murder of the feeblest child is 
of greater moment than the wrecking of the 
proudest cathedral. The world thinks differently 
no doubt, but not the soul which is subject to 
God and His Word. The Pope, as Western 
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head of sensuous religion, adopts the world’s 
standpoint ; and the papers were quick to inform 
the public of his “horror” at the news of the 
bombardment. ‘The Pope has telegraphed to 
the German Emperor,” said a Central News 
cable, ‘‘ protesting against the destruction of "— 
what? Human life?—of helpless women and 
little children? No—‘“‘against the destruction 
of the Cathedral of Rheims.” Think again of 
the Vatican’s attitude in respect of the alleged 
detention of Cardinal Mercier as a prisoner on 
parole in his own palace. for five terrible 
months the Roman Catholic laity of Belgium 
and Western France had been suffering untold 
cruelties at the hands of the Germans, and the 
Pope had not raised a finger in their behalf. 
The Cardinal, after circulating a political mani- 
festo on the War,* the patriotic character of 
which we do not dispute, had his dignity ruffled 
because, for a few hours, he was not permitted 
to leave his palace. The Pope was up in 
arms at once. “In the face of such a crime 
as the arrest of Cardinal Mercier,” cried all the 
Press, “his Holiness must protest.” And the 
Cardinal himself presently issued (Jan. 18, 
* Most strangely called “a pastoral.” 
15 
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1915) a note to his clergy, which concludes with 
these words: “Your rights and mine, beloved 
fellow-labourers, were thus violated” [ze. by 
the wholesale confiscation of the pastoral letter] : 
‘‘as a citizen of Belgium, as a shepherd of 
souls, and as a member of the Holy College 
of Cardinals, I protest.” Whereupon a special 
envoy left Havre for Brussels on formal instruc- 
tions from the “Holy See” to institute an 
inquiry into the Cardinal’s arrest! How true 
to the traditions of Rome is all this! How in 
keeping with the moral picture of the great 
corruptress of mankind which God has given in 
His Word ! * 

In what has just been said about the shelling 
of Rheims Cathedral the writer would not be 
misunderstood. He has no desire to depreciate 
the works of man’s genius and skill, which in 
their own place may be admirable—legitimate 
objects of Christian contemplation (Phil. iv. 8). 
He loves Art—his business is Art. He has sat 
in spirit at the feet of the great masters of the 
Renaissance, and been profoundly moved by the 


* In the inventory of her wealth contained in Rev. xvii., gold, 
silver and precious stones are placed at the head of the list, and 
souls of men at the bottom ! 
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achievements of the greater moderns—of men 
like Millet and Corot and Mauve and Israels. 
But these things belong to the world; to that 
scene of change and decay which is the physical 
environment of the moral world; and let us not 
forget that the end of these things 1s destruction. 
“The day of the Lord is upon all pleasant 
pictures ” (Isa. ii. 16). Man made the town, with 
its monuments and cathedrals, its palaces and 
theatres: God made the country. The heart 
that has been truly reached by divine grace 
goes back to what God has made, and gladly 
turns from man’s work, which does but minister 
to those three things of which the moral world 
consists—‘ the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John ii. 16). The 
beginning of the moral world was Cain, who 
“went out from the presence of the Lord” after 
slaying his brother (Gen. iv. 16). His son, 
Enoch, was the first city-builder (ver. 17); his 
descendant, Jubal, was “the father of all such as 
handle the harp and organ” (ver. 21); and another 
descendant, Tubal-cain, was “‘ the forger of every 
kind of tool of brass and iron” (ver. 22). How 
significant! Nimrod, also, who came of the 
accursed line of Ham, was—in heart at least— 
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the first empire-builder; and of him it is 
recorded, ‘‘he began to be a mighty one in the 
earth” (Gen. x. 8-10). How different from 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, who was a 
stranger and pilgrim on the earth, sojourning by 
faith “in the land of promise, as in a strange 
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise” ; 
and of whom we are told, “he looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose Builder and 
Maker is God” (Heb. xi. 9, 10). 

It is the writer's conviction that before or 
soon after the setting up of the Kingdom—the 
Millennial Kingdom—the besom of destruction 
will sweep away many of the proudest works of 
man; and that the nations of the earth, renewed 
in the spirit of their mind by a special operation 
of divine grace, will return with a chastened 
gladness to the purifying simplicity of the works 
of God. From these, as we know, the effects of 
the primal curse will have been removed, and 
new conditions will develop, on lines of fruit- 
fulness and beauty to which nothing in the past 
can compare. We have an intimation of this 
in Hosea, where the future betrothal of Israel to 
Jehovah is touchingly described. “It shall 
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come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the 
Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall 
hear the earth ; and the earth shall hear the corn, 
and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear 
Jezreel” (ii. 21, 22). The happy and spiritual 
relations established between earth and heaven 
will thus be signalized by unbounded fertility ; 
so that not Israel merely but the whole earth will 
participate in the blessing. What, indeed, was 
long ago foreshadowed of the “glorious land” 
(Dan. xi. 16) will doubtless be true in measure 
of all lands. “The mountains and the hills 
shall break forth into singing, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of 
the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead 
of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree ; and 
it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an ever- 
lasting sign that shall not be cut off” (Isa. lv. 
12, 13). 

How could it be otherwise when Christ reigns ? 
It is His assumption of the Throne in manifested 
power which produces the change. He who 
virtually bore away the sin of the world when 
on the cross He offered Himself without spot to 
God, will make effectual that mighty work by 
“the working whereby He is able even to subdue 
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all things to Himself” (Phil. iii. 21). So shall 
creation be delivered; and ‘“‘the earth be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea.” Wars will cease ; violence and cruelty 
will be put down with resistless might ; Super- 
stition and Rationalism will no more lift their 
baleful heads; and the meek—the meek shall 
inherit the earth. The tabernacle of God will 
then be with men—wondrous thought !—“ and 
He will dwell with them ; and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself shall be with them— 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying; neither shall 
there be any more pain,” for the former things 
will have passed away (Rev. xxi. 8, 4). 


But between that era of peace and blessedness 
and the present moment rolls the black cloud of 
coming judgment—a judgment which has been 
committed to the Son of Man. The Lord Jesus 
is to be ‘‘ revealed from heaven, with His mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. i. 
7,8). Reader, this is a graver matter than the 
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German menace. Neither naval efficiency, nor 
a gallant army, nor even a tenfold banding of 
the nations, can save from coming wrath—“ the 
_ wrath of the Lamb.” Only one thing can be 
effectual—the precious blood of Christ. If you 
are still on the world’s side, linked with those 
who are rejecting His authority, 1 beg you to 
pause and reflect. We are told in one of the 
prophetic psalms (ii.) that in that great gathering 
of the nations the kings of the earth will set 
themselves, and the rulers will “take counsel 
together, against the Lord and against His 
anointed, saying, Let us break their bands 
asunder, and cast away their cords from us.” 
That is what a very large percentage of Christen- 
dom has already done, though not perhaps in 
the open way that will mark the final apostasy. 
And what will be the issue? The same Psalm 
tells us. When the hour of judgment strikes, 
Jehovah will set His King upon His holy hill 
of Zion, and then ‘He that sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them 
in derision. Then shall He speak unto them in 
His wrath, and vex them in His sore displeasure.” 

Who will be able to stand before His judg- 
ment? who resist the sharp sword of His mouth 
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when He comes forth conquering and to 
conquer? Is it not well to weigh these solemn 
questions, and to give serious heed to the 
counsel with which the same Psalm closes: 
“Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish 
from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a 
little. Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in Him” (ii. 12)? 
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A Light that has not Failed 
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in Him”—but how is this blessing to 

be reached? The only record of that 
supremely great and gracious One is the Bible— 
the Book which rationalists despise. Does any 
say, as these false reasoners are everywhere 
saying, that the world is full of “bibles”? 
that the Vedas, the Puranas, the Zenda-vesta, 
the Grunth, the Kuran—are all bibles, and are 
honoured as the word of God by thousands of 
the human race? I admit the plausibleness 
of the objection : indeed, the same claims have 
been advanced for Mormon Smith’s farrago of 
profanities ; for Madame Blavatsky’s occult Isis 
books; and even for the rambling verbosities 
of Mrs. Eddy. I have examined most of these 
so-called revelations, and dreary enough reading 
they are. In no case do they contain the Key 
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that admits into the vestibule of true know- 
ledge—the knowledge of God. They lead 
nowhere ; bring no certitude; are merely men’s 
opinions, dogmas, thoughts: although, where a 
deeper wisdom sometimes lurks, the source may 
lie deeper too. I do not say “higher,” for 
when their witness is least of man it is also 
least divine : by which I mean that the source 
may be Satanic. 

The Christian Bible is of quite another order. 
It stands alone—without a peer—unique in its 
divine majesty—the Book. It is the only Book 
of which it may be said—This is a living 
Document, informed with truth—truth without 
admixture of error or adornment of rhetoric, 
and bearing the stamp of its divine origin on 
every page. Confucius raised a question in his 
day which many eager hearts must have raised 
before him, and many, doubtless, have repeated 
since: Does Heaven speak? The seasons fulfil 
their course, and Nature everywhere and ever- 
more is working, spending; bringing forth to 
life, and, in the self-same process, producing 
death—Does Heaven say anything? This is 
the crucial matter. Has God revealed Himself ? 
Is there appeal from man’s uncertainty to a 
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certainty that has its springs in God? Is He— 
the God we vaguely talk about—to be known ? 
or are we, as rationalists in effect affirm, shut up 
to philosophy? to the discussion of cold prin- 
ciples and theories—right and wrong, the internal 
and external affections of the mind, data of 
ethics, moral postulates and the like? And 
assuming that the knowledge of God is our 
purposed bliss, must heaven be scaled or God 
reveal Himself ? 

Human speculations are useless in such an 
inquiry. Even conscience is no sure guide. It 
was conscience that led Saul of Tarsus to oppress 
the saints of God, and in later times how much 
evil has been justified on the plea of conscience ! 
how much cruelty practised under cover of the 
name! For conscience may be blinded by 
passions, or clouded by ignorance, or misled by 
education; and far from its being always a 
reliable guide it may even deceive a man to 
his own undoing. How needful, therefore, to 
possess the mind of God! How needful to 
possess a witness that is at once stable and 
infallible ; a witness that is not at the mercy of 
a vogue, nor needs revision like the views of 
men, nor gives to learned or unlearned folly 
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room for doubt! This witness found, there is 
an end to speculation, and one may treat as 
waste words and idle vanity man’s ponderous 
disquisitions upon the way in which God should 
reveal Himself. For man, baffled in his fruit- 
less gropings after God, has attempted even 
this! Intent to solve the problem, he has not 
shrunk from offering—yea, even dictating ways 
and means to the Supreme Dictator; meantime 
flinging wide the pulsing doors of his heart to 
every lie that masquerades as Truth; and, in 
the end, has laughed in the bitter mockery of 
despair—laughed at himself! 

Yet, thank God, there are some in whom the 
yearning for this divine knowledge is an inex- 
tinguishable yearning. Only to know Him!— 
or, at least, to know that knowing may be 
possible: that some seekers have found Him— 
or themselves been found! They feel like men 
groping with feverish hands in a dark room 
for something which others affirm is there, but 
which they, though seeking eagerly, cannot find : 
while out from the gloom a voice—the voice of 
Divine Inspiration —is continually crying to 
them: “Turn here for light !—here—here! The 
message which I bring is light. Here are glad 
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tidings—words of deliverance. Read and ponder 
them. Search the Scriptures, for they are they 
which testify of Christ.” The wish to believe is 
present with such, but how to gratify the wish 
they know not. They find, indeed, that wish- 
ing and belief are distant from one another as 
pole from pole. The story of the Christ-life 
stirs their blood, commands their reason, capti- 
vates their heart, and they would fain believe 
that the story is true—a faultless record of a 
faultless life; a revelation of the heart of God 
to their own needy hearts—but they stand per- 
plexed on the threshold, not knowing how to 
believe. The simple historical facts — which, 
indeed, offer proofs abundant and irresistible to 
minds that know the worth of evidence—these 
are not doubted: yet conviction based on logic 
is not faith, nor is assent of mind assent of 
heart; and of this they are painfully aware. 
The proofs which lift the soul to the empyrean 
heights, where all is blue and where no fog- 
wreaths form or gather, proofs which come to us 
soul-wise, morally—these they do not grasp at 
once. They do not realize that the evidence for 
which they wait is of a subjective character, that 
the Word of God approves itself to be the 
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Word of God—not to the intellect merely, for 
that would be placing a premium upon human 
cleverness, but—to the conscience; to the con- 
science, and this in a way that no other book 
does. Incidentally, this is why the natural 
heart fears the Bible, and regards it with aver- 
sion. Was there ever a book so hated? or 
assailed with such virulence of passion? We do 
not treat the bible of Mahomet in this way, or 
the-sayings of Buddha, or the Magi’s Zend. The 
Christian Revelation angers man because it strips 
him naked to himself; dwarfs his greatness, 
blows upon his pride, and. speaks with uncom- 
promising sternness of his defection from the 
Right. 

- But my word is to the earnest inquirer, 
the seeker who would fain believe, and cannot. 
Tossed to and fro upon a troubled sea of doubt, 
what is he todo? The difficulties seem to grow 
upon him the more he considers them. Some- 
times he thinks that he can hear a voice which 
must be God’s speaking to him out of the visible 
creation. In Nature’s restful moods, when form 
and sound and colour seem to blend, and out- 
ward harmony brings an inward peace, he hears 
it—feels it—listening with a hungry longing. 
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But anon, his soul is affrighted with the disson- 
ance of wrong, with the evidence of abounding 
evil, and pain, and wretchedness. He hears 
above the harmonies of Nature the brutal yarr 
and yapp of lawless strength ; the tocsin of War ; 
the shout of the oppressor: and thereupon all 
his sickening doubts come back. 

No thoughtful mind has passed this way un- 
scathed. To say that God is just and pure and 
good, and that, being God, He will one day 
vindicate Himself by bringing glory to Himself 
out of human perverseness, so that even the 
wrath of man shall praise Him (Ps. lxxvi. 10) 
—this, though true, is not sufficing. There 
remains the weighty and disturbing fact that 
evil is here, and violence, and pain: that Wealth 
and unprincipled Might too often dominate the 
world, and that Goodness and patient Worth as 
often stand beggars at the gate. On this men 
build a terrible indictment; asking piteously or 
defiantly, according to mood and temperament, 
how such conditions can be the ordinance of 
God. No intuitions of the mind, however pro- 
found—no investigations of the complex work- 
ings of Nature, however thorough—can solve 
this mystery. By one means, and only one, can 

17 
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solution be reached, and that is by the teaching 
of God Himself—the definite communication of 
His own mind to man. Only in Holy Scripture 
can we find a complete and worthy answer to 
this great enigma: and, let us not forget that 
the profoundest thinkers in all ages have humbly 
and gratefully received this answer and found it 
all-sufficing. 

The teaching in its broadest lines is well 
known, and I can but skim the subject here. 
By one man’s disobedience sin gained an entrance 
into the world, bringing pain and death in its 
train; and so death passed upon all—brute-kind 
and man being involved together. The Old 
Creation, which had been pronounced “very 
good,” was thus irretrievably spoilt. Then God 
intervened : and, willing man’s recovery, He in- 
augurated a more wonderful New Creation ; set- 
ting apart for it His own Son—the sole Builder 
and Sustainer of the Old. He, when the fullness 
of time was come, laid aside-His glory and 
assumed the likeness of sinful flesh; and being 
found in fashion as a man, He stooped yet lower, 
taking a bondman’s place. The inspired record 
is, “ He made Himself of no reputation” (Phil. 
ii. 7). One step yet remained ere Mercy and 
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Truth could meet together, and Righteousness 
and Peace salute each other—one only — in 
amaze of which the sun was darkened, and the 
very foundations of the earth were troubled— 
the lowest step of all—the stoop of death. “He 
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. ii. 8). 
Surely the conceptive greatness of such a work 
is worthy of God—how worthy of acceptance, 
then, the Gospel which is based upon it! The 
servants of God may be poor preachers, but 
verily they have a great message. The light of 
heaven may shine through muddied windows, 
and, indeed, we carry this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may 
be of God and not of us, but what a treasure 
it is! 

Does any ask, How are these glad tidings to 
be made available to present pressure? How 
am I to obtain an interest in them? There is 
but one answer—Faith : there is but one way— 
the way of Faith. To as many as receive Him 
—for receiving Christ is the act of faith—to 
them is given power to become the sons of God ; 
and any and every such recipient, believing on 
His Name, is registered, if one may so say, as 
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born of God—born, not of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but sovereignly, of God. 
I quote the testimony of St. John, the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, who leaned on the Lord’s 
bosom, and received direct from His sacred lips ~ 
the words of life (John i. 12, 13). 

‘The words of life”! that is a momentous 
phrase. Evermore the pulsing thoughts of man 
hark back to that full theme. From the great 
charnel-house of the world the heart peers 
piteously in quest of life—a life that lives 
through all; and the mist which hides the 
face of the Hereafter is terrible till faith has 
pierced it. Nature cannot look behind that veil. 
The spirit in its awakened yearnings reaches 
out, indeed, beyond the natural, but the spirit is 
a prisoner still. From Nature may be gleaned 
some broken intimations of the How, but 
nothing of life’s purpose—the far goal of man’s 
existence,—nothing of that great question of 
questions which, with ever growing urgency, 
comes beating down the ages— Why? Why? 
Why ?—the enigma which neither sphinx nor 
oracle, nor sage nor poet,—and how much less 
the letter-bound rationalist !—has ever solved. 

There is but one key, and that is held by 
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Faith. “Faith is the substantiating of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” 
(Heb. xi. 1). It is a master-key that fits many 
locks. By faith we understand the birth of 
worlds ; the genesis and fall of man; the present 
tanglement and anarchy in morals; and, above 
all, the means reserved by Highest Wisdom to 
re-shape order from chaos, and to inaugurate, 
for hearts transformed by love, a Reign of Peace. 
By faith—and, remember, it is faith in a Divine 
Revelation—we understand how that man’s 
desolate cry has been heard out of the darkness 
by One that seeks his deliverance and is able 
to effect it. This, indeed, is faith’s starting- 
point. The best things of God—the cream and 
marrow of the Gospel—lie some distance on the 
road; albeit to touch but the border of Christ's 
garment is to touch potentially all blessing. 
Every good belongs in title to him who has 
turned to Christ, although a cumulative joy is 
the reward of continued exploration of the wide 
domain of blessing. Each day reveals new 
vistas of delight; and the Christian’s pleasure 
lies, not in pursuit of any theoretic good, but in 
the nearer view of good possessed. 

And what is the Gospel—this message of 
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Glad Tidings to the weary sons of men? The 
inquiry is one that rejoices the heart of the true 
servant, whatever his sense of inadequacy in 
essaying the answer. The Gospel? It is the 
heart of God poured out on His revolted 
creatures. It is the expression of Love—in- 
finite, holy, pardoning Love—to man, the rebel. 
Man has sinned, and God is holy—it must start 
with that. And yet the holy God is also Love; 
and Love must have companions. Thus we are 
confronted by two needs—a great and a greater 
—God’s and ours: and God, the Lover, finds in 
poor blind errant man an object—think of it! 
The Revelation which we call the Bible, teaches 
us that the blessing of man had been the 
thought of God even from before Creation. 
When the morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy, Wisdom’s 
delights were with the sons of men (Prov. viii. 
31). Not with the angels, but with men. 
Then, also, how to bless had been resolved in 
council—the Triune council of the Eternal,—at 
which time the Fall—foreseen but not fore- 
planned—had loomed, barrier-like, across the 
path of Love. How a holy God, that loved the 
sinner, yet could not, being holy, wink at sin, 
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might freely and righteously bless the object of 
His love—this was the dark riddle to be solved. 
Sin must be dealt with, and man, the sinner, 
cleared before love could freely act. Yet the 
judgment of sin (God being infinite, and all His 
ways partaking of His infinitude) involves, if 
each sinner must answer for himself to Heaven, 
the utter and irremediable ruin of the Race; 
because no mere man, however set for 
good, could even meet the penalty of his own 
defection—much less stand surety for another. 
A wrath that is infinite can only spend itself on 
what is infinite. The Judge—conceive the 
necessity !—must also be the Victim. The 
Sinned-against must find in Himself a Substi- 
tute for him that did the sinning. Nor this 
only. God is a Spirit; sin is in the flesh, and 
in the flesh, therefore, it must be condemned. 
Under this dire necessity the Son of God became 
a man, and in His human body bore, as the 
sinner’s Substitute, the wrath of God and all 
that it involved—the darkness, the hiding of 
God’s face, the waves and billows of divine 
judgment—so that in the felt horror of it there 
was wrung from His sacred lips that agonizing 
ery: ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani!” the blessed 
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response to which is found in man’s bright 
welcome to the Father's house. 

Thus we see how that ‘God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself; not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them”; making 
that sinless, suffering One to be sin for us in 
order that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him (2 Cor. v. 19, 21). Thus we see, 
also, how that ‘‘ Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth” (Rom. 
x. 4). 

Moses describes a righteousness which is of 
the law, an active righteousness which man 
must work out for himself, so that ‘the man 
which doeth those things shall live by them,” 
and the penalty for failure in so doing was to be 
the penalty of death. “But the righteousness 
which is of faith speaketh on this wise . . . that 
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness ; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation” (Rom. x. 6, 9, 10). Thus, 
we repeat, Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believes; and 
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it is significant that the faith here predicated 
“comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of God” (x. 4, 17). See from this how God 
Himself honours the Scriptures of Truth ! 
Now the Glad Tidings set forth in this brief 
and imperfect epitome constitute that Gospel of 
Salvation which has been the common heritage 
of the Church of God, and the subject of her 
testimony from apostolic times. This is the 
message which has come down to us through 
the centuries as Heaven’s best vintage, the red 
wine of Truth; and in defence of which men 
have gladly suffered loss, endured hardships, 
and even gone to prison and to death. The 
message centres, as we have seen, in the mystery 
that Highest God was manifest in flesh; the 
true Divine becoming Man, and entering as 
Man into the lowliest details of man’s life, and 
afterwards yielding up His life in atonement: 
the efficacy of which supreme act, as satisfying 
all the righteous requirements of God, was fully 
and gloriously certified when the Holy One was 
raised from among the dead and seated at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. That was 
God's answer to the Cross. In the mighty re- 
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“if,” as the apostle says, ‘“‘we believe on Him 
that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.” 
He ‘was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification,” and thus 
became the sure ground of our peace with God, 
as well as the means of access into the grace 
which has since flowed without stint towards us 
(Rom. iv. 24, 25, v. 1, 2). ‘‘ He that spared not 
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things?” (Rom. viii. 32). 

What has Rationalism, with its “ifs” and 
“peradventures” and dreams of loveless pan- 
theism, to say to these things? How paltry its 
little systems appear—particularly its religous 
systems—beside the Revelation of the Risen 
Christ! No «am of to-day is so irrational as 
Rationalism, and none so utterly inadequate to 
meet the deeper needs of man. At its highest 
valuation it is but negation; a denial on the 
part of those who lack the divinely given faculty 
of discernment, of what is avowedly mystery ; 
things known only by revelation and communi- 
cated to none but the initiated—that is, to those 
who have “an unction from the Holy One” 
(1 John ii, 20). “The natural man receiveth 
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not the things of the Spirit of God; for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned” 
(1 Cor. ii. 14). Anyone approaching these deep 
mysteries must recognize how fitting is the 
method employed by God for communicating 
His mind to man. He addresses the heart, not 
the mind ; and faith, not intellect, is the means 
whereby man attains a knowledge of divine 
realities. Man’s mind may explore the things 
of nature, but the things of God can only be 
understood through the medium of faith, which 
supposes a divine work in the soul. The Greek 
-with all his wisdom never reached the hidden 
wisdom which is crystallized in the Cross. It 
was foolishness to him. The Jew, also, whose 
elaborate ritual spoke eloquently in type and 
figure of Christ, only stumbled at the Cross. 
Still clinging to shadows when the Substance 
had been revealed, he made Legality the god 
that saves, and the washing of cups and platters 
more than life. Alas! in Christendom to-day we 
find the same phenomena. On the one side is 
the Modernist—Campbellist — Neologist—(call 
him by what name you please)—resolutely 
breaking down the ancient landmarks in order 
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to exalt the human intellect, or his own book- 
bound conception of man’s mind; and on the 
other side, the Judaist, tradition’s hard-worked 
slave, who rests upon a system of sacerdotalism 
which crushes with its burdens those whom 
Christ would make free. ; 
God forbid that I should breathe a word that 
would weaken in the least degree the Scriptural 
teaching on the subject of works. While in- 
sisting upon the Pauline doctrine of justification 
by faith, we must not forget the doctrine of 
James, “that by works a man is justified, and 
not by faith only” (Jas. ii. 24). There is no 
antagonism here. What one sees is but the 
obverse and the reverse of the same medal. 
The faith proclaimed by Paul justifies a man 
before the Throne, where the springs of our 
being are tested; the works insisted on by 
James justify a man before his fellows, who 
know nothing of those hidden springs and can 
only form their estimates upon outward mani- 
festations—“ the things which a man doeth.” 

- Moreover, it may be well to remember that— 
not workless faith alone, but—/faithless works 
are dead; for in these gross material days even 
Christians may be found exalting material good 
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above the larger issues of the soul; yea, actually 
seeking support for such practice in the Gospel 
narrative. It is a practice full of peril to souls, 
and cannot be too strongly deprecated. What! 
shall we use the record of those healing bene- 
factions of the perfect Master, which marked 
His brief service on earth—precious and memor- 
able though they are—to neutralize the healing 
virtues of His risen life? He who, in the days 
of His flesh, healed the sick, and gave sight and 
hearing to the blind and deaf; who made the 
lame to leap for joy and dumb lips to speak His 
praise ; who gave strength to the paralytic, and 
raised the dead by His word—does He not now 
by the same power, but with transfigured mean- 
ing, and moving upon a higher spiritual plane, 
perform yet greater offices for such as come to 
Him in confession of their need? Indeed He 
does. Dead souls are raised in the power of an 
endless life: the blind are gifted with new 
spiritual vision ; and the deaf thrill to the sound 
of Wisdom’s pleasant voice. Dumb, brooding 
hearts become vocal with the praises of God; 
and weary, halting ones, finding a plain path 
through this thorny wilderness, learn how to 
walk with God. 
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One sometimes hears it said that ““we must 
strive to be a Christ”: but the phrase expresses 
a serious misconception. No man can be a 
Christ. The best of us but follows afar off. 
They that speak thus do not consider sufficiently 
His greatness; or else their estimate of man 
is preposterously high. Poor human pride, 
centred and circumscribed by Self, is too ready 
to make philanthropy the highest praise of 
Christ, and to measure those deeds of mercy 
performed during His earthly ministry by its 
own small vessel of service. We need a larger 
outlook, dear brethren. The Gospel of Christ 
does not leave us on the earth, engaged with 
loaves and fishes. Even His acts of mercy to 
men’s bodies entered less into His glorious 
mission than the words of mercy, of which 
indeed they were the fruit rather than the 
source. He spake with authority; not as the 
scribes; and people wondered at the gracious 
words that proceeded out of His mouth. They 
were words out of heaven—life-giving words: 
the words of One who ever dwelt (2.e. on earth 
no less than in heaven) in the bosom of the 
Father ; words that made known the beatings of 
that bosom—all its depths! Words that were 
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winged with hope for a despairing world, offer- 
ing rest to the weary and comfort to the com- 
fortless. Philanthropy? Perish the thought! 
The mission of the Crucified was not to bring 
material good to the world by humanitarianism, 
or any similar methods, whatever modern 
teachers may suppose. Christianity came in, 
not to teach humanitarianism, but to make an 
end of the First Man altogether—his works and 
his notions—his goodness as well as his badness 
—and to bring in the Second Man, the Lord 
from heaven. 

We need, I repeat, to consider the greatness 
of Christ—who He is, and what He has done. 
Man, whom rationalists exalt, tarnished the 
bright glory of God by the Fall. Christ 
restored it. Man was sunk in the lethargy of 
spiritual death, so that the world was like a 
vast sepulchre; Christ came with His Evangel 
out of heaven, and Life and Incorruptibility 
were brought to light, yea, left in dower, if the 
term may be permitted, for all who seek His 
aid, He being that Life. Man’s vaunted search 
for Truth—what is it? They that have come 
to Christ, accepting Him by faith, have the 
Truth—Truth personate. Wisdom is theirs 
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also, for Christ is the Wisdom of God, the 
living Fount of knowledge, in whom dwells 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Prov. 
viii. ; Col. ii, 9). ‘‘Of Him are ye in Christ 
Jesus,” wrote the apostle to the Corinthian 
saints, ‘‘who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and re- 
demption : that, according as it is written, He 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” 
(1 Cor, i. 80, 31). 


Man dreams of a world improving, in which 
philosophy and science are to play a prominent 
and beneficent part; but the Word of God, 
as I have sought to show, tells no such flattering 
tale. St. Paul, like St. John, predicts a “ falling 
away” (doctacia—2 Thess. ii. 3)—a giving 
up of the Truth on an unprecedented scale— 
and the Lord Himself has left this challenge 
for His people, a challenge full of solemn 
suggestiveness: ‘‘ Nevertheless, when the Son of 
Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth ?” 
(Luke xviii. 8). Clearly the Age of Faith is not 
returning ; and with faith’s decline is emphasized 
the menace of that sterner evil, the apostasy 
of which I have spoken, That that unparalleled 
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consummation is close upon us, I do not doubt: 
in a sense, indeed, the falling away has already 
begun: a fact of which many of the spiritual 
are fully persuaded. On every hand is found 
not merely the reluctance to believe the Gospel, 
but resolute abandonment of God. A peeping, 
prying spirit is abroad, in the presence of which 
nothing is sacred—unless, indeed, man, whose 
“essential dignity,” to use an expression of the 
Comtist, Frederic Harrison, is to be asserted. 
Matter, and Man, the crown of matter, are 
coming to their own again: this is the popular 
conception. Even the very words of love are 
parodied to signalize the change. ‘“‘Glory to 
man in the highest,” blasphemously sings a 
modern poet,* for this is the Age of progress 
and achievement, and “man is the master of 
things,” God is not wanted in His own world. 
“The kingdom of man is at hand,” wrote the 
late Leslie Stephen: and Professor Clifford 
spoke of “ the shame and suffering of a Chris- 
tian heaven and hell” as “unspeakable pro- 
fanities,” from which he hoped ‘‘the memories 
of great and worthy men may be finally 
relieved.” The Press of this country, both by 
* Swinburne. 
19 
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magazine and news-sheet, has willingly and 
widely disseminated these utteranees—and wilder 
utterances than these—so that the spirit of 
revolt from God has spread with alarming 
rapidity, like the fire which Samson's foxes lit. 
Nor is the Press alone to blame in this matter. 
Our pulpits—alas! that we should have to say 
it !—teem. with infidelity. Current theology is 
steeped in it. Even among many from whom 
better things might be expected, a vague uneasy 
feeling seems to lurk, a feeling that somewhere 
in Christianity exists a sort of Bluebeard’s 
chamber, locked and grim, in which to pry too 
closely were death—the very syncope of faith. 
Unrest prevails. Men’s hearts are failing them, 
as with the sense of some grave crisis approach- 
ing ; and all the while the voice of Rationalism 
in the Churches waxes louder and _ louder. 
Yet these infidel professors of the faith, who 
use the name of God to cast off God, seem to 
forget that simple minds, the toilers and the 
poor, live for realities, and that they know (the 
rough faculty of common sense teaching them) 
how to choose between abstractions which lead 
them nowhere, and the living Truth “A 
stream of tendencies which makes for good,” 
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means nothing to them; cannot supply the 
place of a concrete goodness wrought by Divine 
power, the power of a personal God who may 
be known and loved. Rob them of that 
and you have taken their all. Those false 
teachers would do well to reflect upon a fact 
like this; for, as I have elsewhere pointed out, 
when the masses fail of God, the State—that is, 
Society—will be involved also, for Anarchy will 
be knocking at her doors. 


Is there nothing, then, that is sure ?—nothing 
stable? Oh yes; one thing. In spite of all, 
the work of God goes forward. What He 
builds is never overthrown; sustains no hurt. 
“There are many devices in a man’s heart; 
nevertheless, the counsel of the Lord, that 
shall stand” (Prov. xix. 21), Traditions, super- 
stitions, systems of philosophy, new theologies,— 
whatever has been brought in through fear, or 
pride, or earthly-mindedness,—these must fall 
—in many cases are tottering even now: but 
God’s work abides, and shall abide. The Age 
of Faith may have passed, but Faith remains. 
What characterizes the close of the Christian 
Age, this present moment of crisis and unsettle- 
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ment, is unbelief; yet God has not left Himself 
without a witness, and, as we know from Scripture, 
never will. Even in Israel’s darkest days there 
was a little remnant “that feared Jehovah .. . 
and that thought upon His Name” (Mal. iii. 16). 
And when the Lord comes forth from heaven, 
will He not find in the midst of the great mass 
of profession many who, albeit with ‘little 
strength” to their credit, yet have kept His 
word, and have not denied His Name (Rev. 
iii, 8)? May you and I be found of that 
number, beloved reader! 

Yes; the Church remains—A%s Church—the 
faithful in every land who have believed the 
Gospel, and in that way have set to their seal 
that God is true. These are the living stones 
which Christ is building up into a spiritual 
house—the only structure that shall outlast the 
wrack of Time (1 Pet. ii. 5). Rough-hewn 
from Nature’s quarry, and scattered at the 
present moment among men’s little systems, 
they shall yet be brought together in unity and 
love; and displayed before the universe, a 
glorious Church, complete, unblamable, admired 
of all, and beauteous in the transcendent beauty 
of her Lord (Eph. v. 27; 1 John iii, 2). The 
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Church’s path is upward, and the day that marks 
the consummation of her hopes has yet to dawn ; 
but it is coming: and along that path she 
moves adoring, her pilgrim staff in hand, 
the eyes of her soul upon the heavenly Bride- 
groom, and in her heart the treasure of His 
love. Her time of witnessing and work is now ; 
the rest-time is before her: ‘There remaineth a 
sabbatism to the people of God” (Heb. iv. 9). 
Be it ours, in the little while that remains to 
us, to Watch, to Work, to Wait. ‘The end of 
all things is at hand,” says the apostle, “be ye 
therefore sober and watch unto prayer” (1 Pet. 
iv. 7). ‘ Work,” said the perfect Master,* 
“while it is day: the night cometh when no 
man can work” (John ix. 4), Wait! is the 
message of the Spirit by the Apostle James. 
“Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, until he receive 
the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient ; 
stablish your hearts: for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh” (Jas. v. 7, 8). 


* The blessed Lord was speaking here of His own service, 
but the words are surely applicable to His serving people. 
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Sweet Sabbath rest remaining 
To all the sons of light, 

When over is the training, 
And faith is lost in sight. 


Sure hope of rest unending 
When conflicts all shall cease, 
And every soul be spending 
Its jubilee of peace. 


As on this theme I ponder, 
What foretastes sweet are mine 
Of sinless pleasures yonder, 
And fellowship divine ! 


O moments of re-union 

With those my heart has loved! 
O blesséd full communion 

With all of God’s beloved! 


Ev’n now I hear them telling 
Of joys that rest afford ; 

While angel-praises welling 
Make wonderful accord. 


I see the Light resplendent 
Which fills yon happy place, 
From which all lights, dependent, 

Their lesser glories trace. 


I see its bright beams quiver— 

A flood of glorious sheen— 
Upon the crystal river 

Which laves the beauteous scene. 


There, Lord, ’mid fadeless glory, 
Where love abides alone, 

Our hearts shall bow before Thee, 
And know as they are known. 
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In those fair scenes for ever 
We shall Thy praises swell ; 

For love that faileth never 
Eternity must tell. 


That happy day is nearing ; 
The waiting hours grow few; 
The night is disappearing ; 
The Morning Star’s in view ! 


The world’s long week is waning, 
The long six thousand years— 

God speed the “rest remaining,” 
That dawns when Christ appears ! 


“The days are at hand, and the effect of 
every vision” (EZEK. Xil. 23). 


“Therefore watch, and remember” (Acts 
6 Reker 


“ Be watchful, and strengthen the things 
which remain, that are ready to die; for I 
have not found thy works perfect before God” 
(REV. iii. 2). 

“« Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he 
that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest 
he walk naked, and they see his shame” 
(REV. xvi. 15). 


“* And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch” (Mark Xiii. 37). 
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